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Above: Cheryl Miller, Jacki Haight, and Amber Caldera at a meeting in fall 2022 
highlighting the work by PGST’s Child & Family Services program

The Port Gamble S’Klallam Child Welfare Program is one 
of nine tribal governance programs that has been selected by 
the Harvard Kennedy School Project on Indigenous Gover-
nance and Development’s Honoring Nations program as a 
2023 All-Star. Since 1999, the Honoring Nations program 
identifies, celebrates, and shares excellence in American In-
dian tribal governance. 

The 2023 All-Stars were chosen from 142 Honoring Na-
tions awardees. At the heart of Honoring Nations is the 
principle that tribes themselves hold the key to generating 
social, political, cultural, and economic prosperity and that 
self-governance plays a crucial role in building and sustain-
ing strong, healthy Indian nations.

PGST’s Child Welfare program investigates child abuse 
and neglect, while working, as appropriate, to reunite chil-
dren and families in care, including resolving safety and risk 
issues. The program also provides Family Support Services, 

including in-home services; family and individual therapy; 
family meetings, and parent skills support. Staff advocate 
for PGST children in state courts across the United States. 

PGST’s Child Welfare Program is managed by Joylina 
Gonzalez under the direction of Cheryl Miller, Director of 
Child & Family Services. 

In a letter announcing the recognition of the Child Wel-
fare Program, Honoring Nations program manager, Me-
gan Minoka Hill, wrote, “Your leadership to exercise tribal 
sovereignty and strengthen S’Klallam families by integrat-
ing S’Klallam core values into child welfare services is ex-
ceptional and holds lessons for tribal nations across Indi-
an Country. The Board was particularly impressed by the 
proactive provision of resources and comprehensive care 
offered to families so that children remain in their homes. 
We are certain that you and your team will benefit your 
Nation for many generations to come.” 

PGST Child Welfare Program Recognized 
by Harvard Kennedy School
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Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE  

Kingston, WA 98346
Telephone: 360-297-2646

Fax: 360-297-7097
Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman
Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Matt Ives, Councilman
Amber Caldera, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors

•	 Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director 
•	 Greg Trueb, CFO
•	 Tamara Gage, Administrative Director  

of Tribal Government
•	 Destiny Oliver, Administrative Director 

of Tribal Services
•	 Troy Clay, Chief Executive Officer, 

Noo-Kayet

•	 Sam Cocharo, General Manager,  
The Point Casino

•	 Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive 
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

•	 Andrea Dolan-Potter, PGS Foundation  
Executive Director

•	 Kara Horton-Wright, Port Gamble 
S'Klallam Housing Authority 
Executive Director

PGST Vision Statement
Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be self-
sufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected. 

PGST Mission Statement
The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and 
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership.  We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a 
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture, 
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe. 

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe. 
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication, 
please contact Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com. 
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Tribal Council Elections: 
Candidates & Letter of Intent

Tribal Council Elections are on July 10 in the Main Tribal Center Admin Offices. 

There are three positions up for election, including Chairman (currently held by Jeromy Sullivan), Council I (cur-
rently held by Donovan Ashworth), and Council III (currently held by Matthew Ives). All incumbents are running 
for re-election. 

Jonelle Grady is also running for Council III. Her Letter of Intent appears below. Currently, Jonelle is the only per-
son, other than the incumbents, running for elections. If others state their Intent to Run before the June 9 deadline, 
they will be included in a listing of all the candidates in the July edition prior to the election. 

Jonelle Grady, Candidate, Council III
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Checking in with the Cougars: 
An Update from the Cougar Project

Article by Cassandra LaRoche; Photo of Bjorn by Mark Elbroch
Above is a picture of a cougar named Bjorn who was caught in February 2022 
just outside of Quilcene.  

He was about 18 months old, and still traveling with his sister after the two of 
them were kicked off their mom’s territory.  He weighed 128 pounds.  Since 
we collared him, he has traveled over 1165 miles.

The map to the right shows his trav-
el route.  He left the Quilcene area 
in July 2022, traveled up to Port 
Townsend, then followed the coast-
line west almost to Sekiu before turn-
ing inland and traveling to the Pacific 
Ocean near Lake Ozette.  He rested a 
short while, then went north to Neah 
Bay, then back-tracked south still fol-
lowing the coastline to the Quinault 
Reservation.  From there he turned 
inland and crossed all Olympic Na-
tional Park in mid-October through 
early November ending just south of 
Port Angeles.  

We think he is establishing his own 
home range near south of Port Ange-
les and near the Elwha River.  Once 
he establishes his own home range, he 
will not leave that home range for the 
rest of his life.

On the map the light-colored dots 
are older locations, and the darker 
dots are more recent.  Cougars do not 
travel this far except once in their life.  
Bjorn was dispersing, which is when 
sub-adults leave home and travel a far 
distance looking for a place to estab-
lish their own territory.  Males tend to 
travel farther during dispersal than fe-
males.   Traveling a long distance helps 
to mix genetics with other cougars 
who are not related but because the 
Olympic Peninsula is surrounded by 
water on so many sides, Bjorn walked 
a very long way to establish a home 
range relatively close to where he was 
born. 
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Save the Date: 
Graduation Honoring

The Education department is planning 
the annual honoring for PGST high 
school, college, and trade school graduates 
for June 23. More details coming soon. 
Watch the weekly memo and the Tribe’s 
Facebook page. 

Sarah J. Memorial Co-Ed 
Softball Tournament

The Sarah J. Memorial Co-Ed Softball 
Tournament is planned for August 11-
13, 2023. This 4th annual event will be 
held at the Little Boston field and includes 
awards for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places as well 
as others. The entry fee is $350. 

For more information or to participate, 
please call Scott Moon at 360-981-4331. 

Noo-Kayet Investments 
Seeking Board Applicants

Noo-Kayet Investments is seeking a tal-
ented and experienced professional to join 
their Board of Directors. 

Applicants should be at least 21 years old, 
be able to read financial statements, and 
be prepared to attend all Board meetings, 
including reading and reviewing all mate-
rials in advance. 

Among other minimum qualifications, a 
background in one or more of the follow-
ing is required: tribal gaming, hospitality, 
business management, federal contract-
ing, and/or mergers and acquisitions. 

Interested applicants must submit their 
resume and cover letter for consideration 
by June 16. 

Applicants are encouraged to review the 
Search Announcement for all details on 
qualifications and obligations before ap-
plying. The Search Announcement can 
be found linked at https://pgst.nsn.us/
nki-board-seat/. 

Please contact Susan Crouch at 360-297-
7461 or scrouch@noo-kayet.com with 
any questions.  

More information about Noo-Kay-
et Investments, the work they do, and 
the properties they manage on behalf of 
PGST can be found at https://noo-kayet.
com. 
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Around The Rez 
Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community 

PGST member Jackie Smith has re-
ceived a promotion to Vice President, 
Retail Operations Leader at Kitsap 
Bank. 

Jackie has been working at Kitsap 
Bank for 12 years, beginning as a Cli-
ent Service Specialist. Before her pro-
motion, Jackie served as Assistant Vice 
President, Branch Manager of Kitsap 
Bank’s Bethel and Lund Branch in Port 
Orchard. She is a graduate of the Lead-
ership Challenge and the Washington 
Bankers Association’s Branch Manager 
Development program. 

In a press release about her promotion 
issued by Kitsap Bank, Charles Rob-
ertson, Senior Vice President Chief 
Retail Officer, said, “Jackie has made 
significant contributions to the organi-
zation. Her strong leadership skills and 
passion for creating meaningful rela-
tionships with her partners, peers, and 
clients will serve her well in her new 
role. She has been a huge asset to the 
Kitsap Bank team and we are pleased 
to recognize her efforts with this pro-
motion.” 

A big congratulations to Jackie!

Jackie Smith Promoted at Kitsap Bank
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2023 Elders Trip Reservations Open
The Elders will be going to Las Vegas for the 2023 elders 
trip. We will fly out on September 11, 2023 and return 
on September 15, 2023. We will be staying at the Golden 
Nugget Hotel and Casino on Freemont Street. Because of 
space and rooms reserved at the hotel, elders will have to 
room with another elder or spouse. Unless there is space 
there will be no single rooms. If you would like to room 
with a specific person please let Cheryl Miller or Danielle 
Folz know when you sign up. 

The refundable deposit of $100.00 is due by June 20, 
2023 and paid in the accounting department at the 
tribe. We began accepting deposits on May 22, 2023. 
After 90 people sign up, we will put names on a waitlist. 
No partial payments will be accepted.

As a reminder here is the criteria for deposits, spouses 
under 55 and paid caregivers:

•	 Elder Spouses aged 55 years and older: are eligible to 
participate in trips for free. They must pay the re-
quired deposit, which will be returned to them during 
the trip. However, they will not be eligible for a meal 
stipend. 

•	 Elder Tribal Spouses: who have been married for at 
least 10 years may attend without their Tribal member 
spouse, if space and budget allow. 

•	 Non-Elder Spouses: Non-Elder spouses will be respon-
sible for paying half the cost of the trip, not including 
meals. The funds must be paid by the deposit deadline 
prior to the trip. They will not be eligible for a meal 
stipend and the payment is non-refundable. 

•	 Elder Caregivers: Only Elders who require a daily 
caregiver are eligible to have them accompany the 
Elder on the trip. Caregivers are defined as those who 
are being paid to care for an Elder, such as a Chore 
Service worker. The caregivers will be required to pay 
a non-refundable deposit towards the cost of the trip. 
They will not be eligible for meal stipends. All caregiv-
ers must sign a contract prior to the trip acknowledg-
ing their caregiving responsibilities and agreeing that 
if they do not fulfill the duties, they may be required 
to re-pay the Program for the cost of the trip. Because 
space is limited on the trips, Elders requiring a caregiv-
er may be limited. If the staff believe an Elder may be 
too fragile to participate in the trip, they may be asked 
to provide a caregiver or participate in a more appro-
priate, shorter trip. 

•	 Elder Deposits: A deposit is required to secure a 
reservation. The deposit will be returned to the elder 
during the trip. If an elder reserves a slot and does not 
go on the trip the deposit will not be usually returned 
unless there was a severe illness or family emergency. If 
an elder forfeits a deposit (not due to illness or family 
emergency) for a reservation and the Tribe had to pay 
for the reservation the elder will only be considered for 
the wait list on future trips.

Information about the trip will be sent out throughout the 
summer.  If you have any questions please contact Cheryl 
Miller at 360-297-9665 or Danielle Folz at 360-297-
9662. Thank you and we are looking forward to a great 
trip! 

REMINDER: 
Tribal Council Elections 

Monday, July 10 
Main Tribal Center Admin Offices
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...to everyone celebrating in JUNE!
H A P P Y BIRTHDAY

June 1
Dakota Aikman
Ethan Brandt
Carrie Ann Callihoo
Payslee Johnson
Elyse Lababit
Cody Taylor

June 2
Zoey Johnson
Christopher Najera
Destiny Oliver
Justin Whisler

June 3
Kaylee Oliver

June 4
Randee Fulton
Dean Fulton
Aden Johnson
Gus Makris Jr. 
Melissa Stewart
Mia Strode
Constance Veregge

June 5
Zackariah Anderson
Melody Bidtah
Alan Fulton
Joshua Jones
John Lund
Mary Oliver
Doreen Purser

June 6
Gene Jones
Shawn Jones

June 7
Sandra Crump
Tatyanna Doleman
Dwayne Hooper
Maximus Moran

June 8
Dayna Benefield
Maize Culley
James Mabe

June 9
Everlee-Lynn Fulton
Sandra Nystrom

June 10
Chaz French
Elie Fulton
Meadow Rogers
Consuelo Straw
Dillon Townsend

June 11
Kelsey Patrick
Aiyana Turrieta

June 12
Loretta McMillan
Perry Meyer
Donald Purser
Justin Reynolds

June 13
Sonya Crocker-Redbird
Taylor Frank
Barry Fulton
Jameson Fulton
Jean Marvel
Faith Sullivan
Levi Tillman
Cecil Wion
Martina Wion

June 14
Stacy Callihoo
Isla-Lynn Ives
Jacob McGovern

June 15
Tyler Chadwick
Kaden-Michael Edwards
Barbara Knox

Jayden Laducer-Naclerio
Jordan Laducer-Naclerio
Charity Tyson

June 16
Chevonne Decoteau
Katamia Ives
Penny Purser
Loral Wellman

June 17
Kaoni Aikman
Angela Beck
Bert Fundak

June 18
Ilahna Alarcon
Wendy Olson

June 19
Samuel Hudson
Kayla Laub
Analee McDonald
Laura Price
Timothy Sampson

June 20
Talon Decoteau
Brenda Jacobs
Lateesha Sawyer-Lucas
Terrence Seachord Jr. 

June 21
Angus Hankin

June 22
Robert Horton
Kahlia Kelliher
Avery Purser-Jacobs
Celia Whisler

June 23
Clara Jones
Paul Lachner
Rachel Smart

June 24
Elsie Jones
Kayli Schell
Iyanna Sheehy

June 25
Angel-Lynn Ives
Lucas Purser
Michael Patrick

June 26
Charlene Hadnot
Oliver Laroche
Tracy Montgomery
Amy Plankenhorn
Shyla Purser
Jonathan Smart
Jeromy Sullivan
Therron Sullivan
James Trevathan

June 27
Olivia Bidtah
Dayzee Decoteau
Jessica McElroy
Wambleeska Nilluka-Valandra
Santino Pierce
Jadyn Reynolds

June 28
Ronald Charles
Jonathan Landers

June 29
Stephanie Dahlberg
Akiah Ellenwood
Benjamin Jackson III
Jessica James

June 30
Brittany Bennett
Dennis Jones
Lindsey Quinnett
Melissa Shelden
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COMMUNITY NEWS— We are now open 10 am 
to 6 pm Monday-Thursday, Fridays 10 am to 
5 pm and Saturdays 10 am to 2pm. Call 360-
860-5080 to place a hold, make a curbside 
appointment, or speak to staff person. 

Join Us
•	 June 7 @ 10:30 a.m. -- Virtual and In-

Person Little Boston Book Group
•	 June 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 1:00 p.m. -- 

Crafternoon
•	 June 14, 21 @ 3:30 p.m. -- Read to a Dog
•	 June 26-30 @ 10:00 a.m. -- Take & Make 

Birdfeeder

Reading Recommendations
Buffalo is the New Buffalo: Stories by 
Chelsea Vowel (Metis): Indigenous futurisms 
seek to discover the impact of colonization, 
remove its psychological baggage, and 
recover ancestral traditions. Expansive and 
eye-opening, these eight short stories explore 
Indigenous existence and resistance and 
rewrites our shared history in provocative and 
exciting ways. (Short Story Fiction • Book • 
2022)
 
Marvel Voices – Heritage: Marvel Celebrates 
Indigenous Stories & Creators: A celebration 
of Indigenous characters and talent, featuring 
the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe’s own Jeffrey 
Veregge! Follow Dani Moonstar as she 
undertakes a personal mutant rescue mission 
alongside Krakoa’s finest Native heroes; get 
the full story behind River, the mysterious 
stranger from the new Echo series; discover 
Snowguard’s greatest hopes and fears; and 
meet the new Werewolf by Night, the Captain 
America of the Kickapoo Tribe. (Graphic Novel 
• 2022)

Magazines
American Patchwork & Quilting -  published 
six times a year.
A signature craft magazine from the publishers 
of Better Homes and Gardens.
•	 pull-out patterns
•	 step-by-step instructions
•	 timesaving techniques for all skill levels

Birds & Blooms - published seven times a year.
Birds & Blooms is North America’s #1 bird 
and garden magazine, celebrating the beauty 
in your own backyard. 
•	 vivid photographs of birds, flowers, and 

butterflies
•	 expert gardening advice
•	 money saving secrets and green thumb 

tips

Digital Resources
You’ll find more than just books at our 
website - KRL.org. We have numerous digital 
resources as well including two databases to 
help you learn about and fix your car.  Check 
out ALLDATA Repair and the Chilton Library 
the next time you need automotive answers.
 
ALLDATA Repair (Only available at Kitsap 
Regional Library) 
Learn more about your car with diagnostic 
and repair information. Quote out new vehicle 
work or call the ALLDATA Repair Hotline for 
direct technician support. 
 
Chilton Library (Library Card Required to 
access from home) 
Simplify vehicle troubleshooting and gain 
access to diagrams and step-by-step 
procedures for vehicle maintenance and 
repair.

CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY

...to everyone celebrating in JUNE!
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