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Source: 48 FR 51405, Nov. 8, 1983, unless otherwise noted.

§ 131.45 Revision of certain Federal water quality criteria applicable to Washington.

This content is from the eCFR and is authoritative but unofficial.

(a) Scope. This section promulgates human health criteria for priority toxic pollutants in surface waters in
Washington.

(b) Criteria for priority toxic pollutants in Washington. The applicable human health criteria are shown in table
1 to this paragraph (b).
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(c) Applicability.

(1) The criteria in paragraph (b) of this section apply to waters with Washington's designated uses cited
in paragraph (d) of this section and apply concurrently with other applicable water quality criteria.

(2) The criteria established in this section are subject to Washington's general rules of applicability in the
same way and to the same extent as are other federally promulgated and state-adopted numeric
criteria when applied to the same use classifications in paragraph (d) of this section.

(i) For all waters with mixing zone regulations or implementation procedures, the criteria apply at
the appropriate locations within or at the boundary of the mixing zones; otherwise the criteria
apply throughout the waterbody including at the end of any discharge pipe, conveyance or other
discharge point within the waterbody.

(ii) The state must not use a low flow value below which numeric non-carcinogen and carcinogen
human health criteria can be exceeded that is less stringent than the harmonic mean flow for
waters suitable for the establishment of low flow return frequencies (i.e., streams and rivers).
Harmonic mean flow is a long-term mean flow value calculated by dividing the number of daily
flows analyzed by the sum of the reciprocals of those daily flows.

(iii) If the state does not have such a low flow value for numeric criteria, then none will apply and
the criteria in paragraph (b) of this section herein apply at all flows.

(d) Applicable use designations.

40 CFR 131.45 (up to date as of 3/28/2024)
Revision of certain Federal water quality criteria applicable to... 40 CFR 131.45(c)

40 CFR 131.45(d) (enhanced display) page 4 of 5

https://img.federalregister.gov/ER18NO22.715/ER18NO22.715_original_size.png


Note to paragraph (d)(1): The source of these uses is Washington Administrative

Code 173-201A-600 for Fresh waters and 173-201A-610 for Marine waters.

[81 FR 85435, Nov. 28, 2016, as amended at 85 FR 28492, May 13, 2020; 87 FR 69198, Nov. 18, 2022]

(1) All waters in Washington assigned to the following use classifications are subject to the criteria
identified in paragraph (d)(2) of this section:

(i) Fresh waters—

(A) Miscellaneous uses: Harvesting (Fish harvesting);

(B) Recreational uses;

(C) Water supply uses: Domestic water (Domestic water supply);

(ii) Marine waters—

(A) Miscellaneous uses: Harvesting (Salmonid and other fish harvesting, and crustacean and
other shellfish (crabs, shrimp, scallops, etc.) harvesting);

(B) Recreational uses;

(C) Shellfish harvesting: Shellfish harvest (Shellfish (clam, oyster, and mussel) harvesting)

(2) For Washington waters that include the use classification of Domestic Water, the criteria in column
C1 and the methylmercury criterion in column C2 of Table 1 in paragraph (b) of this section apply.
For Washington waters that include any of the following use classifications but do not include the
use classification of Domestic Water, the criteria in column C2 of Table 1 in paragraph (b) of this
section apply: Harvesting (fresh and marine waters), Recreational Uses (fresh and marine waters),
and Shellfish Harvesting.
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