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Cultural Resources Department Helps Restore 
Camas Prairie & More Throughout May

Community members participate in a visit to a historic camas harvesting site on Whidbey Island. 
Photos by (left) Alicia Fulton and (right) Laura Price.

By The Cultural Resources Department
As summer approaches, the Cultural Resources Depart-
ment has been diligently working throughout the month  
to engage our community and honor our heritage. This 
month was particularly significant as we participated in 
the MMWR March, raising awareness for our missing 
relatives. Our presence at this event underscored our 
commitment to cultural advocacy and remembrance and 
healing.

In addition, we had the privilege of representing our 
people at a historic shared harvesting site on Whidbey 
Island, where we focused on restoring camas prairie. 
This important work not only revitalizes our land but 
also strengthens our connection to traditional practices. 
To celebrate the fruits of our labor, we brought back 
camas to share at our Spring First Foods Feast, where we 
delighted the community with the bountiful offerings of 
spring and early summer.

Furthering our cultural education, we facilitated a tra-
ditional weaving class, where tribal members learned to 
create traditional wool tunics. We would like to extend 
our heartfelt gratitude to tribal member Roxanne Hock-
et, whose expert teaching methods enriched the learning 
experiences for our tribal members. We are particularly 
thankful for her generous donation of eagle feathers, 
which will allow for the peyote stitch beading technique 
to be shared.

We are truly grateful for the support we receive from our 
community, which enables us to create access to our rich 
cultural heritage and ancestral teachings. The success 
of our events depends on the collaborative spirit of our 
membership, and our hands go up for those who show 
up and help us with our labors of love.

—Culture
Continued on Page  7
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Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
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Kingston, WA 98346
Telephone: 360-297-2646

Fax: 360-297-7097
Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Amber Caldera, Chairwoman

Chris Tom, Vice Chairman
Renee Veregge, Councilwoman

Matt Ives, Councilman
Kyle Carpenter, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors

•	 Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director 
•	 Greg Trueb, CFO
•	 Tamara Gage, Administrative Director  

of Tribal Government
•	 Destiny Oliver, Administrative Director 

of Tribal Services
•	 Eric Croft, Interim Chief Executive 

Officer, Noo-Kayet

•	 Joe Lipari, Acting General Manager,  
The Point Casino

•	 Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive 
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

•	 Andrea Dolan-Potter, PGS Foundation  
Executive Director

•	 Kara Horton-Wright, Port Gamble 
S'Klallam Housing Authority 
Executive Director

PGST Vision Statement
Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be self-
sufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected. 

PGST Mission Statement
The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and 
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership.  We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a 
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture, 
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe. 

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe. 
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication, 

please contact Ginger Vaughan at ginger@vaughancomm.com. 
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Notice of Tribal Council Elections 

Elections are scheduled for Monday, July 14, 2025, at the Main Tribal Center 
Administration offices. 

Notices of Intent to Run for Council positions are due by Friday June 13, 2025. See the 
form below or you can get a copy at the Front Desk. Please fill it out completely and 
return it to the Enrollment Clerk or the Front Desk personnel by 4:30 pm on June 13th. 

Letters of intent are advised, but not required. You can submit them at the Front Desk 
or by email to enrollment@pgst.nsn.us. They will be printed in the weekly memo and put 
on the PGST website AND Facebook. 

If you would like information about an Absentee Ballot, you can contact the Enrollment 
Clerk at (360) 297-6217. Absentee ballot requests must be made NO LATER than July 
7th, 2025. Any request made after 4:30 on July 7th will not be considered. 

Positions up for elections are: 

Chairperson: currently held by Amber Caldera 

Council II: currently held by Donovan Ashworth 

Council III: currently held by Matthew Ives 

 

 

INTENT TO RUN 
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal Council 

Position of: 
 

____________________________________________ 
(Write in position) 

Positions available in the July 14 2025 election are: 
Chairman, Council II, Council III 

 

Signature: ________________________________ Date:________________ 

Print Name: _______________________________Enrollment #:__________ 

Phone Number: ____________________________ 

RETURN TO THE ENROLLMENT DEPARTMENT OR FRONT DESK  
Due date: June 13, 2025 by 4:30 
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Dear Community Members,

On May 28, 2025, the Utility Board held a public 
hearing to review and consider updates to the utility user 
fee schedule. We appreciate the participation and feed-
back from community members during this important 
process.

Following the hearing, the Utility Board voted to adopt 
the updated fee schedule, which is enclosed with this let-
ter for your reference. In accordance with Title 19.07.04 
of our Law & Order Code, this notice serves to inform 
you that the new rates will take effect beginning with the 
July 1, 2025 billing period.

We welcome continued community engagement. If 
you would like to provide feedback or express concerns 
regarding the new fee schedule, we invite you to submit 
a written letter to the Utility Board. All correspondence 

can be delivered to the front desk at tribal administra-
tion at the address listed.

Please also note that any outstanding balances on your 
account remain due. To arrange payment or discuss your 
account, please contact Jenny Antig in Accounts Receiv-
able at 360-297-6235 or visit our office during regular 
business hours.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your 
continued support of our community utilities.

Sincerely,
Roxanne Hockett
Utility Board Chair
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe Public Works & Utilities
31912 Little Boston Rd NE, Kingston, WA 98346

Utility Board Issues New Fee Schedule
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Q&A with Joey Aikman, 
Eagle’s Nest Deli Supervisor

At 16, Joey Aikman started in the Food 
& Beverage department at The Point 
Casino & Hotel as a Dishwasher for 
the Summer Youth Program. Joey has 
grown into an amazing chef with a great 
career as the Eagle’s Nest Deli Supervi-
sor. Joey is a true testament to the op-
portunities available through the Sum-
mer Youth Program.
               
Q: How long have you been with NKI/
TPCH and what keeps you here besides 
the awesome pay and benefits?
A: I initially started at the casino 
through the summer youth program

at sixteen. When my contract was finished 
I was offered a part time position through 
high school. What kept me was the con-
stant support and personal investment 
by my managers to develop my skill set 
now. These are current and past mentors 
and managers such as Chef Jennifer Kirk, 
Chef Guillermo Renon, Chef Alex Egan, 
and of course Chef Kyle. This list is non 
exhaustive and just to name a few.

Q: Do you have a hidden or unusual tal-
ent that others might not be aware of?
A: I’ve recently developed a knack for pho-
tography. I knew I liked it when I took a 
class in high school but I had never con-
sidered buying a camera till 2-3 months 
ago.

Q: What’s the weirdest thing that you’ve 
ever eaten?
A: I’d have to say the weirdest thing I’ve 
ever eaten was frog legs but since I was a 
kid my mom would buy weird fruits we’ve 
never seen before to try!

Q: Mind sharing a funny or embarrassing 
moment in your life?

A: When I was little, a childhood friend 
and I got a hold of a can of paint and 
painted a neighborhood dog. The most 
memorable part was being mortified to 
apologize.

Q: Any family you’d like to mention or 
would you like us to move on to the next 
question?
A: Of course I’d like to mention my moth-
er Nicole Aikman, my Grandma Jaime, 
and my Grandpa Duke Aikman.

Q: Friendly aliens invade, allowing you to 
take one album &/or movie to their plan-
et. What do you pack?
A: If I had to take an album to an alien planet 
it would be by Crystal Castles and it would be 
their namesake album “Crystal Castles.”

Q: What is the one thing you can’t live 
without, other than friends & family?
A: I cannot live without music!

Q: Guests come back to see you again be-
cause of _____?
A: Because of my quality and consistency 
of course.

Money Activities for Kids
Reflect on your financial habits. Did school or parents pro-
vide enough guidance? For parents/guardians, teaching smart 
financial practices to children is pivotal. Younger kids are 
naturally curious and motivated by rewards. Here are engaging 
activities to embark on this journey:
•	 Visible Savings: Swap the piggy bank for a clear jar. This 

change allows children to watch their savings grow.
•	 Chore-Based Savings: Assign age-appropriate tasks, 

earmarking a portion of their earnings for saving. This 
teaches the importance of saving and practical item costs.

•	 Treasure Hunt: Organize a scavenger hunt for loose 
change. Afterward, children can put coins into their sav-
ings jar or engage in an activity to sort and wrap them.

•	 Financial Board Games: Initiate family game nights with 
money-themed board games. Explore age-appropriate 

versions of popular board games online.
•	 Role Play Financial Scenarios: Engage in imaginative play, 

simulating trips to the store or bank. Let children fill out 
pretend checks and deposit slips, encouraging financial 
responsibility.

One of the most effective ways to teach your children about 
financial responsibility is by leading through example. Use this 
opportunity to stay financially responsible and discuss your 
own experiences. 

If you’d like to know more about these topics or to receive 
free help with any other financial topics give me a call. Jonelle 
Grady (360) 655-5492
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COMPUTER BASICS
COMPUTER CODING 
PC BUILDING 

YOUTH COMPUTER CAMP 
with THE POINT CASINO IT DEPT. 

AUGUST 2025

DURING THIS CAMp YOU CAN LEARN: 

SIGN UP 
TODAY! 

DONT MISS OUT 

FOR MORE INFO & SIGN UPS 
CONTACT - jonelle Grady
Tribal development manager 
EMAIL- jgrady@noo-kayet.com
CALL - 360-633-6150

6th GRade - 12th graders
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Culture, Continued from Cover
Together, we are fostering a vibrant cultural future for our com-
munity. Thank you for your continued support and participation 
in our cultural endeavors!

A special thank you goes out to our Cultural Contributors for 
the Spring Foods Event held on May 17, 2025. Your efforts are 
invaluable, and we appreciate your dedication to our cultural ini-
tiatives: Rowan Bunich, Adam Charles, Delbert Charles, Kade 
Fulton, Jodi Fulton, Joey Fulton, Alicia Fulton, Karleigh Gomez, 
Courtney Hart, Paul Hebert, Juanita Holtyn, Aleticia Ives, Ray 
Ives, Angelina Ives, George Jones, Donna Jones, Tydus Montgom-
ery, Laura Price, Debby Purser, Sonya Redbird, Michah Rinonos, 
Ted Seachord, Chris Sullivan, Stephanie Sullivan, Daryl Sullivan, 
Kyle Swanson, Francine Swift, Eric Tom.

Canoe Journey time is here! Practice times will be shared on the 
Canoe Family Facebook page and TEAMS app. Contact Joe to be 
added. We regularly meet with Jamestown and Elwha for song and 
dance, with our next gathering on June 27, 2025, at Jamestown 
Red Cedar Hall.

Lower Elwha Klallam is hosting this year’s canoe journey. Canoes 
will arrive on Monday, July 28, and depart for Port Townsend on 
Tuesday, July 29. They will travel to Jamestown on July 30 and to 
Elwha for the final landing on July 31. Protocol will be held Au-
gust 1-5, 2025. For more information, visit: https://www.elwha.
org/2025/02/paddle-to-elwha-2025/.

Together, we are fostering a vibrant cultural future for our com-
munity. Thank you for your continued support and participation 
in our cultural endeavors!

Interested in volunteering? Contact us 360-297-9656 

Warm regards,
The Culture Department

Clockwise from left: An evening of song and dance 
(photo: Laura Price); Kari Decoteau shows off her 
work after a tunic weaving class (photo: Alicia Fulton); 
fun times and a delicious plate from the Spring Foods 
Festival (photos: Laura Price)
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Special General Council 
Meetings in 2025

2025 brings a new schedule of Special 
General Council  meetings, which focus 
on the work of PGST departments. Up-
coming Special General Council meet-
ings include: 
•	 Tuesday, September 2: Point No 

Point Treaty Council
•	 Tuesday, October 7: Legal
•	 Tuesday, November 4: Heronswood

All meetings take place over Zoom. 
Please check www.pgst.nsn.us/calendar 
for Zoom details. 

Need PGST Police? 
Call 9-1-1

The Port Gamble S’Klallam Police De-
partment wants to remind community 

members to call 9-1-1 when they need 
police assistance, whether an emergency 
or not. 

PGST has contracted with Kitsap 
County 9-1-1 CENCOM for over a 
decade to help route calls to available 
officers. The Tribe pays for this service, 
which the County can provide for a frac-
tion of what it would cost for the Tribe’s 
Police department to staff and manage 
their own dispatch center. Not utiliz-
ing the service wastes Tribal dollars and 
slows down response time. 

Utilizing 9-1-1 also gives people access 
to police response even when the office 
is closed or officers are off-the-clock, and 
creates a call log, which helps to hold 
PGST Police or Natural Resources En-
forcement accountable. 
 

Get Free 
Civil Legal Services

Vivian Garcia has been hired full-time 
as the Tribe’s Civil Legal Service Attor-
ney. In this role, she is available to assist 
Tribal members with civil legal matters, 
including family law, estate planning, 
unemployment needs, creation of wills, 
power of attorney, housing insecurity, 
medical or consumer debts, fishing/nat-
ural resources citations, and more. 

The best way to reach Garcia is to call 
her at 360-297-6225 (office) or 360-
979-7831 (cell) or email at vvgarcia@
pgst.nsn.us. She is happy to talk over the 
phone or set up an appointment to meet 
in person. She also offers drop-in open 
office hours from 1-4 pm every Wednes-
day. Her office is in the Grants building.

Around The Rez 
Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community 

Theresa Minarik is a performance mar-
keting leader with a strong background 
in omni-channel strategy, digital inno-
vation, and data-driven growth. She 
previously served as Director of Market-
ing at Little Creek Casino Resort and is 
now excited to join The Point Casino & 
Hotel as its new Director of Marketing. 

Theresa brings with her a proven track 
record of leading high-performing teams 
and delivering impactful marketing 
strategies that drive both revenue and 

guest engagement. She has worked on 
major brand campaigns for companies 
like Boeing, LEGO, UPS, and AT&T, 
and is passionate about bringing that 
same level of creativity and strategic 
insight to the gaming and hospitality 
industry. 

Theresa is honored to work alongside the 
tribe and looks forward to supporting its 
continued success through thoughtful, 
modern marketing initiatives.

Meet Theresa Minarik, The Point Casino’s 
New Director of Marketing
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...to everyone celebrating in JUNE!
H A P P Y BIRTHDAY

June 1
Dakota Aikman
Ethan Brandt
Carrie Ann Callihoo
Payslee Johnson
Elyse Lababit
Cody Taylor

June 2
Zoey Johnson
Christopher Najera
Destiny Oliver
Justin Whisler

June 3
Kaylee Oliver

June 4
Randee Fulton
Dean Fulton
Aden Johnson
Gus Makris Jr. 
Melissa Stewart
Mia Strode
Constance Veregge

June 5
Zackariah Anderson
Melody Bidtah
Alan Fulton
Joshua Jones
John Lund
Mary Oliver
Doreen Purser

June 6
Gene Jones
Shawn Jones

June 7
Sandra Crump
Tatyanna Doleman
Dwayne Hooper
Maximus Moran

June 8
Dayna Benefield
Maize Culley
James Mabe

June 9
Everlee-Lynn Fulton
Sandra Nystrom

June 10
Chaz French
Elie Fulton
Meadow Rogers
Consuelo Straw
Dillon Townsend

June 11
Kelsey Patrick
Aiyana Turrieta

June 12
Loretta McMillan
Perry Meyer
Donald Purser
Justin Reynolds

June 13
Sonya Crocker-Redbird
Taylor Frank
Barry Fulton
Jameson Fulton
Jean Marvel
Faith Sullivan
Levi Tillman
Cecil Wion
Martina Wion

June 14
Stacy Callihoo
Isla-Lynn Ives
Jacob McGovern

June 15
Tyler Chadwick
Kaden-Michael Edwards
Barbara Knox

Jayden Laducer-Naclerio
Jordan Laducer-Naclerio
Charity Tyson

June 16
Chevonne Decoteau
Katamia Ives
Penny Purser
Loral Wellman

June 17
Kaoni Aikman
Angela Beck
Bert Fundak

June 18
Ilahna Alarcon
Wendy Olson

June 19
Samuel Hudson
Kayla Laub
Analee McDonald
Laura Price
Timothy Sampson

June 20
Talon Decoteau
Brenda Jacobs
Lateesha Sawyer-Lucas
Terrence Seachord Jr. 

June 21
Angus Hankin

June 22
Robert Horton
Kahlia Kelliher
Avery Purser-Jacobs
Celia Whisler

June 23
Clara Jones
Paul Lachner
Rachel Smart

June 24
Elsie Jones
Kayli Schell
Iyanna Sheehy

June 25
Angel-Lynn Ives
Lucas Purser
Michael Patrick

June 26
Charlene Hadnot
Oliver Laroche
Tracy Montgomery
Amy Plankenhorn
Shyla Purser
Jonathan Smart
Jeromy Sullivan
Therron Sullivan
James Trevathan

June 27
Olivia Bidtah
Dayzee Decoteau
Jessica McElroy
Wambleeska Nilluka-Valandra
Santino Pierce
Jadyn Reynolds

June 28
Ronald Charles
Jonathan Landers

June 29
Stephanie Dahlberg
Akiah Ellenwood
Benjamin Jackson III
Jessica James

June 30
Brittany Bennett
Dennis Jones
Lindsey Quinnett
Melissa Shelden
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COMMUNITY NEWS— We are open 10 am to 6 pm 
Monday-Thursday, Fridays 10 am to 5 pm and 
Saturdays 10 am to 2pm. Call 360-860-5080 to 
place a hold, make a curbside appointment, or 
speak to staff person.

The library will be closed June 19th in 
observance of the Juneteenth holiday.
 
Join Us @ the Library! 
•	 June 3 @ 1:00 pm -- Little Boston 1st 

Tuesdays Book Group
•	 June 4 @ 10:00 am -- Little Boston 1st 

Wednesdays Book Group
•	 June 4, 11, 18, 25 @ 1:00 pm – Crafternoon
•	 June 5, 12, 19, 26 @ 2:00 pm – Puzzle Club
•	 June 11, 18 @ 3:30 pm -- Read to a Dog
•	 June 26 @ 11:30 am -- Family Storytime
•	 June 30 @ 3:00 pm – Maker Monday Festive 

Earrings
 
Join us @ The Greater Hansville Community Center!
June 30 @ 2:00 pm – Magician Jeff Evans
 
Reading Recommendations 
Learning by Designing: Pacific Northwest 
Coast Native Indian Art, Volume 1 by Jim Gilbert 
& Karin Clark: Gilbert & Clark collaborated with 
Northwest Coast artists and Elders to create 
this comprehensive work, introducing the 
reader to the four major regions of NW Coast 
cultural design and exploring basic design 
elements such as the formline, U-shape, ovoid 
and S-shape. Containing over 800 illustrations 
in both traditional and contemporary art styles, 
this is one of the most thorough reference 
works available on Pacific Northwest Coast 
First Nations two-dimensional art.  (Nonfiction 
• Book • 1999)
 
The Bone Picker: Native Stories, Alternate 
Histories by Devon A. Mihesuah (Choctaw 
Nation): In this colorful anthology, noted 
Choctaw scholar Devon A. Mihesuah offers 

a dozen tales combining people from history 
and legend as well as supernatural beings from 
tribal lore. Fans of Mihesuah’s nonfiction will 
find several of the historical figures and events 
she has previously covered here in a fictional 
format. (Fiction • Book • 2024)
 
Get Ready to Dive into Discovery
Dive deep for Summer Learning 2025! June 1 - 
August 31, join thousands of fellow community 
members, library lovers, and learners of all ages 
to participate in our annual summer program. 
Get grooving at live concerts and shows, 
crush the Read Something and Do Something 
challenges, win prizes, and attend cool events 
... it’s all free and happening across our entire 
county! For more information stop by your local 
branch or visit www.krl.org.

A Library For All: Celebrating 80 Years
In 1944, Kitsap County residents made history 
by voting to create a county-wide library 
system, sparking a legacy of learning and 
community. By January 1, 1945, the Kitsap 
Rural County Library District was officially in 
operation, and ten years later, it adopted the 
name Kitsap Regional Library, becoming a vital 
resource for the entire county. 80 years later, 
we’re celebrating this remarkable milestone 
with a year-long journey through our shared 
story.

See you at the Library!

CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY

...to everyone celebrating in JUNE!
BIRTHDAY
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