General Guidance on Interacting with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

How to reduce risk to yourself:

Stay calm and do not run, resist, or obstruct the agents or officers.
Do not lie or give false documents.
Carry a state-issued ID, driver’s license, passport, or a copy of a birth certificate.
Create a safety plan for your loved ones.
o Make copies of your important documents and share them with a trusted party.

o Create a legally binding plan for who will take care of your children in an emergency.

Your Rights:

You have the right to remain silent, just say so out loud. You can invoke this right anytime.

You do not have to tell anyone your immigration or citizenship status. Do not answer

questions about where you were born, or how you entered the country.

You do not have to allow officers to search you, but they may pat you down for weapons.

You do not have to let Agents in, without a valid warrant, you can ask them to leave.

If an immigration enforcement officer approaches you:

Ask if you are free to leave. Immigration officers cannot stop you from leaving if you are not

detained or under arrest. Running away could give them justification to arrest you.

Ask to see the warrant. If agents claim that they have a court order or warrant that allows

them to enter a private space without permission, you have the right to review these

documents before giving them permission to enter. A valid warrant will...

o Have the correct name and identifying information of the person they are pursuing,

o It will accurately identify the specific locations where agents are permitted to search,

o It will have an “effective date” that has not expired, and

o It will have federal judge’s signature. Only federal judges can authorize immigration-

related warrants. Agents or immigration court judges may sign “immigration” or

"administrative" warrants, but these do not allow agents to enter without permission.

If you are arrested:

Ask for a lawyer and remain silent. Do not say or sign anything without a lawyer.
If ICE detains you, you have the right to a lawyer, but the government will not provide one.
You can ask for a list of free or low-cost alternatives.

If you are a non-citizen: Do not discuss your legal status with anyone but your lawyer.




