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Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
Retail Sales Tax: An FAQ

Tax will apply to most entities that sell retail items; 
PGST members are exempt with Tribal ID

What is the Tribal Retail Sales Tax (Code Chapter 23.05)? 
The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is implementing a retail sales 
tax. The rate will mirror Kitsap Couty’s retail sales tax rate of 9.2% 
and may be adjusted if the State or County makes changes to their 
sales tax.

When does the Tribal Retail Sales Tax go into effect? 
January 1, 2026. Tribal Council enacted the new section of Title 
23 in October 2025.

Where will the tax be charged? 
The Tribe and all tribal entities will be required to collect a retail 

sales tax. This tax applies to all “retail sales” on reservation 
sold by the Tribe. Retail sales occur when people purchase 
goods and services, like food, beverages, hotel rooms, and 
more. The tax will mainly be seen at PGST-owned enti-
ties that sell retail items, like the Point Casino (and all its 
restaurants and bars), Gliding Eagle Market, and Eagle’s 
Nest Espresso. 

Non-prepared foods (think groceries like eggs, milk, etc) 
are exempt, as well as gas and marijuana sales. 

Do Tribal members have to pay the Tribal Retail Sales Tax? 
No. Tribal members are exempt from the Tribal Retail Sales 
Tax. Tribal members do not have to pay tax, as long as they 
present a valid Tribal ID at the time of purchase.  

Do vendors at events have to collect the Tribal Retail 
Sales Tax? 
No. Vendors at events on the reservation or at PGST-
owned businesses are exempt from collecting the Tribal Re-
tail Sales Tax. This applies to Tribal and non-tribal vendors. 

Are small businesses, not owned by PGST, operating on 
the reservation required to collect the Tribal Retail Sales 
Tax? 
No. The Tribal Retail Sales Tax only applies to businesses 
owned and operated by PGST. 

How will the money collected be used? 
PGST is dedicated to ensuring the health, welfare, and eco-
nomic success of its vibrant community through education 
and economic development, as well as the preservation and 
protection of the rich culture, traditions, language, home-
lands, and natural resources of the S’Klallam people. 100% 
of the revenue collected from the Tribal Retail Sales Tax 
will go to support this mission. 
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Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilwoman

Jonelle Grady, Councilwoman
Kyle Carpenter, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors

•	 Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director 
•	 Greg Trueb, CFO
•	 Tamara Gage, Administrative Director  

of Tribal Government
•	 Destiny Oliver, Administrative Director 

of Tribal Services
•	 Gina Steiner, Administrative Director 

of Judicial Services
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•	 N/A, General Manager,  
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Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

•	 Andrea Dolan-Potter, PGS Foundation  
Executive Director

•	 Kara Horton-Wright, Port Gamble 
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PGST Vision Statement
Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be self-
sufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected. 

PGST Mission Statement
The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and 
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership.  We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a 
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture, 
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe. 

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe. 
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication, 

please contact Ginger Vaughan at ginger@vaughancomm.com. 
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Q & A with PGST Council
Chairwoman Amber Caldera

How long have you been on Tribal Council?
I have served on Tribal Council since July 2020. 

Why did you run to be on Tribal Council?
I ran because I care deeply about our Tribe and our 
future. I wanted to give back in a meaningful way and 
help ensure that our decisions reflect our values, pro-
tect our sovereignty, and create opportunities for our 
people—especially our youth and Elders. Leadership 
is not always easy, but it is important work, and I felt 
called to step up. I also wanted to put my education 
to work, as I have a Master’s Degree in Indigenous law 
from the University of Oklahoma. 

What’s the most surprising thing you’ve dis-
covered about being on Council?
How much responsibility comes with every decision. 
Even the smallest choices can have long-term impacts 
on families, programs, and future generations. It has 
reinforced for me how important it is to listen care-
fully, ask questions, and always keep our people at the 
center of the work.

What are you most passionate about? How do 
you apply this in your work with Council?
I am most passionate about caring for our people—es-
pecially through education and building a strong, sus-
tainable future for the Tribe. I apply this by advocating 
for thoughtful investments, supporting staff who do the 
day-to-day work, and pushing for decisions that balance 
immediate needs with long-term vision.

What are your goals in supporting the PGST 
community as a Council member?
My goals are to strengthen communication, support 
programs that directly benefit our members, protect our 
lands and resources, and help build systems that will serve 
our Tribe well for generations to come. I want our mem-
bers to feel informed, supported, and proud of where we 
are headed.

What is one thing you want the PGST communi-
ty to know about you?
I am still learning, and I take this responsibility seriously. 
I lead with care, honesty, and a deep love for our Tribe. 
I may not have all the answers, but I am committed to 
listening, showing up, and doing the work.

How can community members reach out to 
you?
Community members are welcome to reach out by email, 
through the Tribal Administration office, or by attending 
Council meetings. I do my best to stay accessible while 
balancing the responsibilities of the role.
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PGST Police Participate in Shop With A Cop
In December, PGST Police partnered with local law en-
forcement throughout Kitsap County and members of 
the military for Shop with a Cop. The event’s sponsor is 
Walmart in Poulsbo. 

PGST Child and Family Services, along with other agen-
cies, provide names of children to be involved. The kids 
are taken by bus on the day of the event, escorted by law 
enforcement with a lead car piloted by Santa. 

The Kitsap Shop with a Cop program is a nonprofit orga-
nization that provides children from the area the oppor-
tunity to do some holiday shopping. Through donations 
and fundraising the program this year was able to provide 
approximately 150 children throughout Kitsap County 
$200 to purchase gifts holiday shopping.

Below are some pictures from the event!
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Library Happenings in January

This month we will discuss ”The Exceptions by Kate

Zernike.

CrafterNoon

Meet and socialize with other community crafters. Bring

along a project to work on and make new friends. 

Read to a Dog

Family Storytime & Play

Stories, songs, rhymes, and full-body movement

designed to build early literacy skills and encourage

social and emotional development (Note our new time).

Little Boston Book Group

Adults

Puzzle Club

Find your inner “piece” while solving jigsaw puzzles with

other puzzle enthusiasts. No experience required. 

Maker Monday

Kids

Little Learners

Choose a story and read to a dog. Grades K-5.

Tuesday, January 6, 1:00 p.m. &

Wednesday, January 7, 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, January 7, 14, 21 & 28 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, January 8, 15, 22 & 29 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Monday, January 26 , 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 14 & 21, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 8, 15, 22 & 29 10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Make festive paper garlands using old books, paper,

and the library’s sewing machines. 
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2026 Seasonal Family 
Gathering Assistance 

Open
The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal 
Council supports assistance to eligible 
enrolled PGST members aged 18 years 
and older to help with family gather-
ings, socialization, and honoring of 
seasonal changes. 

Applications can be submitted elec-
tronically via the website (Members 
Only section) or be obtained from the 
Front Desk. Paper applications should 
be returned to the Black Drop Box in 
front of the Tribal Center. Do not hand 
applications to staff. 

Applications are due February 9, 2026 
by 4:30 pm. No exceptions. 

If you have questions, please call Mandi 
Moon at (360) 297-9678 between the 
hours of 8 am and 4 pm. 

Food Bank Open to All 
PGST Families in Need

The PGST Food Bank is open from 8 
to 11:45 am and 1:15 to 4 pm, Mon-
day through Friday. To access, please 
come into the Children and Family Ser-
vices building and speak with Miranda 
at the front desk. 

As a gentle reminder, each family may 
use the Food Bank once a week and 
CFS asks that you wait in the lobby of 
the CFS building or in your car while a 
CFS staff member assists. 

Please let the staff know if there are any 
allergies and they will do their best to 
provide alternatives, if they are able. 

Please be sure to be accurate with a 
count of household members as this 
determines how much food can be 
provided. 

If you bring a list of the most needed 
items, they will do their best to fill this 
need. 

The Food Bank also stocks diapers and 
hygiene items as well as food items. 

Reminder: Call 9-1-1 to 
Contact PGST Police

PGST’s Public Safety Department 
would like to remind community 
members to utilize the Kitsap 911 sys-
tem for any law enforcement needs. 

As there is no full-time admin staff and 
the department tries to limit the time 
officers in the office, calling 9-1-1 is 
the quickest and most efficient way to 
contact PGST officers. 

The Kitsap 911 system handles both 
non-emergency and emergency calls. 
The dispatcher can determine the 
urgency of the call. 

Around The Rez 
Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community 

Stay Up-To-Date with the Education Newsletter
The Education department has launched a newsletter to help 
better inform PGST community members. Each issue includes 
the latest department news, Student Spotlights, Educational Re-
sources, Books by Indigenous Authors, and book recommenda-
tions by age and grade. 

Access the latest issue via the QR code to the right!
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...to everyone celebrating in JANUARY!
H A P P Y BIRTHDAY
January 1
Vera Carpenter
Jesse Ives
Cassandra Tom

January 2
Sarah Black
Darius Cole
Kainan Redbird
Shane Simmons

January 3
Kari Decoteau
Carol Glenn
Joseph Najera
Faith Tom

January 4
Koda Moran
Abby Purser
Tyton Purser

January 5
Michael Abrahamson-Dietrick
Roderick Decoteau
Angela George
Elliot Mendenhall

January 6
Anthony Adams III
Dominic Aguayo
Tina Ramirez-Oya

January 8
Trevor Broten

January 9
Grace Bennett
Alex Charles
Robert Knox
Ryan Murray

January 10
Betty Decoteau
Tracyn Fulton
Johnathan Hirschman
Isaiah Jackson
Vanessa Ponce-Ramirez
Bone Redbird
Edward Scheibner
Frederick Stark

January 11
Sarah Fulton
Claire Ives
Michael Reynolds

January 12
Jeremiah 
Abrahamson-Dietrick
Jason Hayes
Joseph Ives, Jr. 
Shastin Morrison
Mariya Oliver
Tyler Sullivan
Shawnee Tassitsie

January 13
Karen Abrahamson-Dietrick
Daisy Ann Castro
Kaiya Laroche-Wellman

January 14
Kyle Carpenter
Kimberly Freewolf
Melissa Jones
Mandi Moon
Angela Sanders
Donald Whisler

January 15
Carl Murphy
Keith Murphy
Daisy Nelson
Luis Ponce-Ramirez, Jr. 
Isabelle Tom

January 16
Calvert Anderson, Sr. 
Connor Anderson
Payton Frank
Star Lee Hagen
Catherine Richman

January 17
Tayana Decoteau
Ronald Rogers III
Jacob Sullivan

January 18
Mistaya Benefield
Devlin Combes
Kimberely Johnson
Roman Redbird

January 19
Forest McMillan
Matias Miguel

January 20
Keith Anderson
Darlaya Ellenwood
Dennis Fulton
Justice Hankin
Christopher Sullivan

January 21
Aaron Abrahamson
John Folz
Tanner Ives
Tyler Ives
Shawna Morrison
Aiyanna Narte-Cheyney

January 22
Rowan Bunich
Rose Egnew
Alan Freeman, Jr. 
Patrick Ives
Dennis Jackson
William Windsor

January 24
Kwichukt Decoteau
Louise Harvey
Gus Makris
Desiree Sullivan
Keri Todd

January 25
Megan Beckwith
Henry Gresham, Jr. 
Gregory Leonard
Sharon Noah
Rozanne Purser
Dakota Stewart

January 26
Belle Halsey
Jacoby Lavoie
Jason Sanders
Natashe Streun

January 27
Jason Bruce
Skyler Chalcraft-Fulton
Jennifer Garrett
Anthony Hadnot
Bentley Lee

January 28
Selena Fulton
Catherine Ives

January 29
Daniel Castro
Kristina Jones
Layla Purser

January 30
Elliott-James Edwards
Fred Jacobsen
Amy Zent

January 31
Dennis Bendixsen
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COMMUNITY NEWS— We are open 10 am to 6 pm 
Monday-Thursday, Fridays 10 am to 5 pm and 
Saturdays 10 am to 2 pm. Call 360-860-5080 
to place a hold, make a curbside appointment, 
or speak to a staff person. 

We will be closed Monday, January 19th in 
observance of the Martin Luther King. Jr. 

holiday. 

Library Programs 
•	 January 6 @ 1:00 pm -- Little Boston 1st 

Tuesdays Book Group
•	 January 7 @ 10:00 am -- Little Boston 1st 

Wednesdays Book Group
•	 January 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 1:00 pm – 

Crafternoon
•	 January 8, 15, 22, 29 @ 10:30 am -- Family 

Storytime
•	 January 8, 15, 22, 29 @ 2:00 pm – Puzzle 

Club
•	 January 14, 21 @ 3:30 pm – Read to a Dog
•	 January 26 @ 3:00 pm - Maker Monday 

(paper garlands) 

Reading Recommendations 
Legendary Frybread Drive-In: Intertribal 
Stories by Cynthia Leitich Smith (Muscogee 
Creek): Featuring the voices of both new and 
acclaimed Indigenous writers, and edited by 
bestselling Muscogee author Cynthia Leitich 
Smith, this collection of interconnected stories 
serves up laughter, love, Native pride, and the 
world’s best frybread. (Fiction • Book • 2025) 

My Heart Is Good: Treaty Rights and the 
Rise of a S’Klallam Fishing Community by 
Ron Charles (Port Gamble S’Klallam) & Josh 
Wisniewski: In recounting the life story of 
Port Gamble S’Klallam Elder and former Tribal 
Chairman Ron Charles, My Heart Is Good traces 

the historical arc of the Port Gamble S’Klallams 
from treaty signing to the landmark 1974 Boldt 
Decision affirming tribal fishing rights, the 
subsequent 1994 court decision affirming the 
tribes’ shellfish harvesting treaty rights, and the 
growth of today’s S’Klallam commercial fishing 
fleet. (Nonfiction • Book • 2025)

Magazines 
Smithsonian publishes 11 times a year.  
Smithsonian is a science and nature magazine, 
and the official journal published by the 
Smithsonian Institution.
Recent articles include:
•	 Eyes of the Forest:  Sara Flores Peruvian 

Indigenous Artist
•	 Into the Great Beyond:  Paris’ historic 

cemeteries
•	 Three Cheers for the Otter: Heroes of the 

Wild

Artists Magazine is published bimonthly. 
Get what you need to advance your art-making.
Recent issue focus is Works on Paper:
•	 How Does Your Garden Grow, botanical 

themes
•	 Beauty and Reverence, aspects of aging
•	 It’s Reigning Cats and Dogs, 4th annual 

Pet’s Competition

See you at the Library!

CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY

...to everyone celebrating in JANUARY!
BIRTHDAY
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