
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
when talking to a federal agent

This information is not intended as legal advice. Based on NARF and ACLU resources.. 

If a federal agent comes to your home, you may respond with the following
actions: 

At all times, stay calm and respectful. 
Call 9-1-1 to reach Tribe Police if you are on the Reservation. 
You don’t have to let the agent into your home unless they have a warrant signed
by a judge. Ask the agent to slide the warrant under the door for you to review. 
DO NOT OBSTRUCT OR PHYSICALLY RESIST if the agent has a warrant signed by a
judge, or if they force their way into your home. State that you do not consent to
anyone entering your home. 
You have the right to remain silent. If you choose to be silent, you may say “I’m
exercising my right to remain silent.” 
Record the interaction if it is safe to do so or ask someone else to record it. Do not
interfere with the federal operation. 

If a federal agent stops you in public, you may respond with the following actions: 
At all times, stay calm and respectful. Keep your hands where the agent can see
them. Never touch a federal agent. 
In general, follow instructions given by the federal agent. Do not obstruct or
interfere with a federal operation. If your rights were violated, you can make a
complaint letter. 
Ask the federal agent if you are free to leave. If yes, walk away calmly. 
You have the right to remain silent. If you choose to be silent, say “I’m exercising my
right to remain silent.” 
You do not have to consent to a search of yourself or your belongings. 
Record the interaction if it is safe to do so or ask someone else to record it. Do not
interfere with the federal operation.  

If a federal agent approaches you when you are in your car, you may respond with
the following actions: 

See above information on “If a federal agent stops you in public.” 
If you are the DRIVER, you are required to show your driver’s license upon request
by the agent. 
If you are a PASSENGER, you do not have to show your ID or provide any personal
information. However, the federal agent may still detain you, so it may be safest to
show your identification or proof of citizenship. 


