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The National Indian Child Welfare Association (NICWA) has 
named PGST’s Child Welfare program its Organizational Cham-
pion for Native Children. Child Welfare is managed by the Child 
& Family Services (CFS) department. 

On March 31, during the NICWA paddle raise banquet in Okla-
homa City, PGST Chairwoman and former CFS employee Am-
ber Caldera accepted the award on behalf of the program. During 
her remarks, Chairwoman Caldera talked about her own first-

hand impressions of the work the Child Welfare 
program has done to strengthen the PGST com-
munity. 

“Prior to being elected as Chairwoman, I worked 
for our Tribal Child Support Program for 15 
years,” said Chairwoman Caldera. “The CSP is 
also located within the Children & Family Ser-
vices department, so we worked very closely with 
the Child Welfare Program. This provided me 
with a front row seat to their tremendous efforts 
for many years.”

She continued: “One of (the Child Welfare pro-
gram’s) earliest successes was the creation of the 
infrastructure that allowed Port Gamble S’Klal-
lam to become the first tribe in the nation to op-
erate a direct Title IV-E program. The impact of 
this has been lasting.
By being able to run our own foster care program, 
we have ensured that our kids stay in our commu-
nity and don’t lose touch with what it means to be 
S’Klallam.” 

In addition to Title IV-E, Child Welfare has been 
on the forefront of a number of programs and ini-
tiatives that further their commitment to PGST 
families, while providing hope, support, and a 
wrap-around approach with an emphasis on pre-
vention services to avoid out-of-home placement. 
Their achievements include: 

•	 The creation of the Strong Peoples Positive 
Indian Parenting Curriculum. Guided by 
the Positive Indian Parenting Curriculum 
from NICWA, this program is facilitated by a 
Tribal Elder and guided by the Child Welfare 
team to help parents become stronger, more 
engaged caregivers. 

PGST Child & Family Services Program Honored by 
National Indian Child Welfare Association

Left to right: Chairwoman Amber Caldera, CFS Director Cheryl Mill-
er, and Child Welfare Program Manager Joylina Gonzalez
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Kingston, WA 98346
Telephone: 360-297-2646

Fax: 360-297-7097
Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council

Amber Caldera, Chairwoman
Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilwoman

Jonelle Grady, Councilwoman
Kyle Carpenter, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors

•	 Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director 
•	 Greg Trueb, CFO
•	 Tamara Gage, Administrative Director  

of Tribal Government
•	 Destiny Oliver, Administrative Director 

of Tribal Services
•	 Gina Steiner, Administrative Director 

of Judicial Services
•	 Anthony Jones, Chief Executive 

Officer, Noo-Kayet Investments

•	 N/A, General Manager,  
The Point Casino

•	 Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive 
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

•	 Andrea Dolan-Potter, PGS Foundation  
Executive Director

•	 Kara Horton-Wright, Port Gamble 
S'Klallam Housing Authority 
Executive Director

PGST Vision Statement
Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be self-
sufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected. 

PGST Mission Statement
The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and 
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership.  We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a 
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture, 
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe. 

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe. 
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication, 

please contact Ginger Vaughan at ginger@vaughancomm.com. 
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On February 5, 2026, PGST’s Children & Family Services 
hosted the Fatherhood Outreach Event, a gathering that 
brought together fathers, families, and community members 
for an afternoon of connection, cultural sharing, and valu-
able resource support. CFS staff Leeanne Tom and Shelaya 
Landers were the leads in planning and spearheading the 
event.

This celebration of fathers kicked off with the ELC Raccoon 
Class singing a special song, which brought smiles to the 
faces of all the attendees. 

The event featured an inspiring lineup of guest speakers, in-
cluding Tribal Council Vice-Chair Chris Tom, and Council 
Person IV Kyle Carpenter as well as Dennis Jones and Will 
Swift. They each shared personal stories about their journeys 
as fathers, including successes and challenges. Their resonate 
messages of reflection and humility helped create an atmo-
sphere of encouragement and support. 

Cultural teaching and practices took center stage during the 
event, including Elder Gene Jones Sr. sharing how to create 
a traditional fish stick from Ironwood. 

Thank you to all the PGST programs who offered resources 
and support to families during the event. These included: 
•	 Child Support
•	 Together for Children/WIC
•	 Family Assistance—TANF & SNAP benefits
•	 Kinship/Child Welfare Prevention
•	 Wellness
•	 PGST Fitness
•	 Re-Entry 
•	 Civil Legal Aid Attorney

“The event was a wonderful success,” said Maria Huynh, CFS 
Assistant Director. “It strengthened community connections 
and honored the important role of fatherhood. The Children 
and Family Services department extends gratitude to all who 
attended, participated, and supported this gathering.”

Fatherhood Outreach Event Brings 
Afternoon of Connection
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Feedback Needed on Plans for 
Noo-Kayet Point at Port Gamble

The next chapter in the life of the former Mill Site is com-
ing. 

Since the Tribe purchased development rights to the prop-
erty in 2021, Port Gamble S’Klallam Natural Resources 
has been working with an outside consultant on design 
concepts for the site, including recreation and restoration 
components. 

In late March, a community meeting was held to share 
concepts and announce a survey to provide feedback 

on next steps. Soon after the meeting a web page was 
launched—www.pgst.nsn.us/recreationplan—with info 
boards, videos, and a link to the survey. Three concepts 
are currently being considered, but the final concept will 
likely be a combination of several elements as supported 
by the desires of the community. 

The graphic below includes a condensed timeline for the 
project and QR codes to access the project video and sur-
vey. 
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~CHILD WELFARE, Cont. on  Page  6
CHILD WELFARE
Cont. from Cover

In 2023, through the work of Child Welfare, PGST be-
came just the fourth tribe in the U.S. and the first in 
Washington state to receive approval for their Family First 
Prevention Services Plan, which allows them to bill for 
prevention services. 
•	 Developed and implemented the Child Welfare Prac-

tice Manual to help all program staff understand the 
traditions and values of PGST and outline best prac-
tices when working with families. 

•	 Approval to license Kinship homes, which provide 
full-time care for children by relatives, close family 
friends, or other close connections. 

“The Child Welfare team’s thoughtful approach has cut 
caseloads dramatically and strengthened families with co-
ordinated, in-home services that align with Port Gamble 
S’Klallam cultural values,” said Chairwoman Caldera in 
her remarks at the NICWA event. 

The NICWA award is the latest in a series of accolades the 
Child Welfare department has received for its work. Oth-
er honors have included Harvard Honoring of Nations 
(2014 and 2023) and the Casey Excellence for Children 

Award (2015). 

The current Child Welfare team includes: Program Man-
ager Joylina Gonzalez, Family Care Coordinators Dean 
Roan and Alexandra Erickson; Foster Care Coordinator, 
Cristina Pulda, and Kinship Program Manager Star Ha-
gen. Supporting Child Welfare is the core Children & 
Family Services admin team, including Financial Man-
ager Danielle Folz, department attorney Sonja Jacobson, 
and administrative assistant Miranda Smith.

“I would like to congratulate the Child Welfare team for 
this much-deserved recognition of their exceptional work. 
They continue to ensure the best possible outcomes for 
the children and families in our community,” said Cher-
yl Miller, CFS Executive Director, who attended the 
NICWA presentation event with the Chairwoman and 
Joylina Gonzalez. 

Miller added: “I would also like to thank all of our CFS 
staff, who have worked in partnership and coordination 
with the Child Welfare department. Without your sup-
port and collaboration, this award would not have been 
possible. I am so grateful for everyone’s tireless service to 
the community and your dedication to children, families, 
and Elders. I have the best staff!” 

At right: Chairwoman Amber 
Caldera speaks during the 

NICWA event on March 31. 
PGST Child & Family Services 
Executive Director Cheryl Mill-
er (middle) and Child Welfare 

Program Manager Joylina 
Gonzalez (at right) were also 

in attendance for the presen-
tation of the award.  
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Sign Up for Text Alerts
Want to stay up-to-date on the latest 
news and events from the Port Gamble 
S’Klallam Tribe and its departments? 
Receive information via text and/or 
email on closures, emergency situations, 
community gatherings, upcoming 
meetings, cultural activities, and more 
by registering at https://www.smart911.
com/smart911/ref/reg.action?pa=pgst. 
Questions? Contact Nick Miller at 
nmiller@pgst.nsn.us

Seasonal Giving 
Application Now Open

On August 26, 2024, Tribal Council 
approved a policy to provide food assis-
tance to families engaging in cultural so-
cialization and exchanges in each change 
of season. This program is discretionary 
and subject to changes in the Tribe’s 
Annual Budget. 

All enrolled Port Gamble S’Klallam 
Tribal members aged 18 and over are 
eligible to receive assistance of $400 per 
quarter with an accepted application, 

which is now live and available from 
the Front Desk of the Tribal Center or 
online in the Members Only section of 
the website at www.pgst.nsn.us. 

This is an annual application, so if you 
complete and submit this application, 
you will NOT need to submit another 
Seasonal Family Gathering assistance 
application until April 2027. 

Applications will be available and accept-
ed through Thursday, April 30, 2026 at 
4:30 pm. No exceptions to this deadline 
will be made. Applications must be 
completed, signed, and submitted by 
the deadline. Paper applications should 
be dropped in the black drop box in 
front of the Tribal Center. Do not hand 
to staff. These applications will not be 
processed.

Payments will be made by direct depost 
for those who have this set up with 
Accounting or by check, which will be 
mailed on either April 17 or May 8. 

Please contact Mandi with any questions 
at mandi@pgst.nsn.us or 360-297-9678.
 

High Point’s Annual 4/20 
Event Details

High Point has announced details for 
its annual 4/20 celebration. The event 
will be held on Monday, April 20 with 
the store open from 8 am to midnight. 
Products storewide will be 42% off 
(some exclusions apply). The first 100 
customers on the day will receive a free 
Bearstone custom wood pipe.

Outside the shop, nusic and entertain-
ment will start at 11 am with a live DJ. 
Jim Bassnight and Band will play live 
from 4-8 pm. 

The festival will also feature local tribal 
and community vendors selling tribal 
artwork, handmade jewelry, arts & 
crafts, and more. Indian Fry Bread will 
be provided by the Prices, smoked meats 
from Benjie’s Smoker, and fresh lumpia 
from local vendors. Food trucks on site 
will include Old Twon Kitchen, Get 
Smoked BBQ, and Oath Pizza. 

In addition, multiple cannabis vendors 
will be on hand to educate customers on 
their products.  

Around The Rez 
Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community 

Stay Up-To-Date with the Education Newsletter
The Education department has launched a newsletter to help 
better inform PGST community members. Each issue includes 
the latest department news, Student Spotlights, Educational Re-
sources, Books by Indigenous Authors, and book recommenda-
tions by age and grade. 

Access the latest issue via the QR code to the right!
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...to everyone celebrating in APRIL!
H A P P Y BIRTHDAY
April 1
Cherish Goodall
Cheri Ann Ives
Dennis O’Conner

April 2
Breana Ballmes
Braydon Flores
Arnold Fulton
Kaylee Jones
Chloe Sullivan

April 3
Jodi Lynn Fulton

April 4
Michael Fulton
Anika Kessler
Eleanor Phillips
Kayson Quintana
Elizabeth Whitbeck

April 5
Edward Stark

April 6
Jaymon Decoteau
Jordan Decoteau
Zachary French
Jalesa Johnson
William Lund
Brenda Seachord
Donald Sullivan
Stella Wellman

April 7
Susan Hanna
Donna Lee Jones
Michael Nilluka
Courtney Sullivan
Nathaniel Swift

April 8
Camilia Ives
Eric Meyer
Shayna Reynolds

April 10
Lenore Edwards
Jordan Hankin
Sejena Hempel
Melia Moore
Julianna Sullivan
Fred Woodruff IV

April 11
Jasmine Cole
Judy Fulton
Rachel Ann Hudson
Zachary Johnson
Giovanni McPhaul
Izak Moran

April 12
Andrea Ashworth
Darren Ashworth
Michael Cole III
Aidan Purser

April 13
Elaine Fulton
Mark Allen Ives
Joan Ann Murphy
Victoria Lynn Purser
Searra Webstre
Ryan Wellman

April 14
Kimberley Friesen

April 15
Jessica Hankin
Roxanne Hockett
William Jones III
Beverly Michalscheck
Xzavier Rob-
erts-Jones

April 16
Christy Charles
James Price
Heather Sullivan
Fawn Dibuono
Brian Lawrence

April 17
Fawn Dibuono
Brian Lawrence

April 18
Shirley Gresham
Julie Ann Lawrence
Barbara Schoenberg

April 19
Ryan Charles
William Trevathan Jr. 

April 20
Mia-Rain Charlie
Brian Groves
Benjamin Groves
Dwayne Ives
Foster Jones

April 21
Jeremiah Hayes
Marcy Henderson
Stacy Jacobsen
Emily McBride

April 22
John Aguayo
Tayana Caldera
Teresa Hudson
Tleena Ives
Matthew MacOmber
Debra Majerus
Daylon Martin
Raina Perry

April 23
Ariyah Caspersen
Jayden Fulton
William Headley
Judith Hunt
Victoria Jackson
Aiyana Meachem
Gordon Najera Sr. 
Deyani Purser
Jacqueline Smith

April 24
Jasmine Decoteau
Gabriella Meachem
Timothy Seachord

April 25
Brandon Halsey

April 26
Nicole Aikman
Mayson Fulton
James Ives III
Kathleen Jones
Shelaya Landers
Dakota Purser

April 27
Tiani Doleman
Michael Johnson Jr. 
Amber Kalina
Allyssa Purser
Jazen Purser
Terrence Wellman

April 28
Nancy Bannach
Sharon Castro
Sierra Fox
Wendy Fulton
Tierrah Klatush
Rogina Stevens
Lilli Ann Tom

April 29
Kayla Nabors
Willow Sullivan

April 30
Jalen Cole
Shayla DeCoteau
Dayla Ives
Colleen Loux
Orion Mosher
Nancy Townsend
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COMMUNITY NEWS— We are open 10 am to 6 pm 
Monday-Thursday, Fridays 10 am to 5 pm and 
Saturdays 10 am to 2 pm. Call 360-860-5080 
to place a hold, make a curbside appointment, 
or speak to a staff person. 

Little Boston
•	 April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 @ 1:00 pm – Crafternoon
•	 April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 @ 10:30 am -- Family 

Storytime
•	 April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 @ 2:00 pm – Puzzle 

Club
•	 April 7 @ 1:00 pm -- Little Boston 1st 

Tuesday Book Group
•	 April 8, 15 @ 3:30 pm – Read to a Dog
•	 April 20 @ 3:00 pm- Maker Monday 
•	 April 28 @ 12 pm; Kingston Goes to the 

Movies - “Arrival”   Kingston Firehouse 
Theater 

Reading Recommendations 
From a Square to a Circle: Haida Basketry 
by Delores Churchill (Haida): The renowned 
Haida weaver shares stories of her life, her 
culture and the importance of passing cultural 
knowledge from one generation to the next. 
Told with humility, humor and deep respect, 
Churchill’s book is a testament to the values of 
her people, a technical guide to her masterful 
weaving skills, and a gift to the reader at every 
point along her journey. (Nonfiction • Book • 
2024)

Blood Sisters (Syd Walker series, Book 1) 
by Vanessa Lillie (Cherokee): Returning to her 
Oklahoma hometown when her sister goes 
missing, Syd Walker, an archeologist for the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, digs into the case. She 
uncovers a string of missing Indigenous women 
cases going back decades, and exposes a 
darkness in the town that no one wants to face. 
(Fiction • Book • 2023)

 Magazines 
Family Handyman Magazine 
published six times per year
Family Handyman your leading DIY resource for 
projects, renovations, smart technology, pest 
control, maintenance, and design inspiration.
 Recent articles include:
•	 DIY – Vinyl plank flooring
•	 Kitchen gadgets worth the splurge
•	 Display it your way – three quick projects
 
WoodenBoat 
published bimonthly
An American magazine written for owners, 
admirers, builders, and designers of wooden 
boats.
Recent issue articles include:
•	 Skills 101 – Depth and speed
•	 Shop made – Raised, coaming-mounted 

oarlocks
•	 Wood Technology – Thoughts on bending 

wood

See you at the Library!

CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY

...to everyone celebrating in APRIL!
BIRTHDAY
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