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Noo-Kayet Investments (NKI) has announced 
Marc Papaj as the new General Manager of 
The Point Casino & Hotel in Kingston, WA. 
NKI is the economic advancement entity of 
the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe (PGST). 

Papaj joins The Point Casino & Hotel from 
Seneca Gaming Corporation in Buffalo, NY 
where he served in a variety of executive lead-
ership roles, most recently as General Manager 
of the Seneca Buffalo Creek Casino.  Over his 
30-year career, Papaj has honed his talents in 
hospitality, casino gaming, and event manage-
ment at major properties in Las Vegas, Wash-
ington D.C., and Los Angeles, among others. 

Papaj—a member of the Seneca Nation— was 
immediately enthusiastic about taking the GM 
position at The Point Casino & Hotel. “For 
me, it comes down to culture. The more I 
learned about the (PGST) community and the 
sense of commitment they have to each other 

and their values, the authenticity really drew me in,” said Papaj. 

He’s also been deeply impressed by the property itself: “The Point Ho-
tel is pristine, a real diamond. I was actually surprised to learn that 
they were reinvigorating the rooms as they look fantastic now. I think 
this speaks to a commitment to a high level of service.”

“On the gaming side, I love that there’s a real atmosphere of fun,” 
Papaj continued. “(Noo-Kayet Investments) continues to push oppor-
tunities and look for new ways to expand The Point and the experience 
of our guests. Its leadership team is incredibly thoughtful and there are 
many service members with years—or decades—of experience who 
take great pride in this property. I’m excited to work with and learn 
from everyone.” 

Papaj majored in Hospitality Administration at the University of Ne-
vada, Las Vegas (UNLV), maintaining a focus on his bachelor’s degree 
while gaining practical experience working at the former Las Vegas 
Hilton (Westgate) and, later, The Mirage. His leadership includes roles 
at W Los Angeles in West Beverly Hills; Ritz Carlton in Washington, 
D.C.; and Kimpton Hotels & Restaurants in northern Virginia. 

By the time he was named Vice President of Resort Operations for a 
New York property in 2011, his hospitality career had begun to merge 
with his interest in the Casino industry. A few years later, Papaj earned 
dual MBA degrees from the prestigious Cornell University’s SC John-
son Graduate School of Management and Smith School of Business 
– Queens University. At Cornell, he was a Cobell scholar recipient 
and earned the Akwe:kon Indigenous Graduate Student Award, which 
recognizes Indigenous students who show exceptional leadership skills 
and commitment to community service. 

Despite having only been on the job a short while, he’s keyed in and 
excited about player enhancements coming to The Point Casino & 
Hotel, including the shift to Light & Wonder as the property’s new 
management system, a rebranding of the Player’s Club, and the return 
of the Summer Sounds Concert Series at The Point Hotel’s outdoor 
Spindle Whorl Courtyard. 

~Point Casino GM
Cont. on Page 5

Marc Papaj Named as New Point Casino GM

The Point Casino & Hotel’s 
new General Manager, Marc Papaj
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Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

•	 Andrea Dolan-Potter, PGS Foundation  
Executive Director

•	 Kara Horton-Wright, Port Gamble 
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Executive Director

PGST Vision Statement
Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be self-
sufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected. 

PGST Mission Statement
The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and 
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership.  We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a 
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture, 
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe. 

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe. 
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication, 

please contact Ginger Vaughan at ginger@vaughancomm.com. 
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Spring Highlights from the 
Cultural Resources Department

This spring, the Cultural Resources Department has been 
thriving, thanks to the invaluable support of our dedicat-
ed tribal members. Coast Salish Wool Weavers Kelly Sulli-
van, Roxanne Hocket, and apprentice Angelina Sosa-Ives 
shared their expertise in twining and design, teaching 
traditional weaving patterns. Additionally, Kaylayla Ives 
brought her knowledge of cedar hat weaving, guiding stu-
dents with a chance to use and process cedar into kits for 
crafting traditional hats.

Tribal elder Mary Oliver introduced the art of square-
stitch beading, while Roxanne Hocket played a pivot-
al role in preparing for our graduates’ special days. She 
taught techniques for making beaded graduation caps and 
peyote-stitched feathers and shared her insight in weaving 
wool tunics. The Culture Department extends its heartfelt 
gratitude to all community members for their support, 
including a special acknowledgement to Sonya Redbird 
for generously donating eagle feathers for us to share with 
graduates.

This year, we have also enjoyed unusually favorable weath-
er, allowing us to take advantage of our community part-
nerships. The department has organized several harvest-
ing trips, visiting Indian Island and Chimacum Ridge 
Community Forest to gather spring greens. Collaborating 
with the Jefferson County Land Trust, we have identi-
fied trees that need thinning. Their support enabled both 
Jamestown and Port Gamble S’Klallams to harvest cedar 
bark from trees slated for removal, allowing us to share 
this experience with many members of our communities, 
including relatives from                     (Jamestown). We 
are grateful for our partnership with the Jefferson County 
Land Trust and look forward to future collaborations.

Our Tribal Historic Preservation Officer has been diligent-
ly working on several initiatives, one of which includes the 
renaming of a small island  adjacent to Indian Island—a 
historic site for our people, renowned for duck hunting. 
An application has been submitted to the Washington 
State Geographic Naming committee will be rename the 
island to Duck Net Island, or                   	             , 
reflecting on the traditional name in our language. This is 
a significant victory in reclaiming our historic territories, 

long recognized as S’Klallam land.

We are excited to announce our upcoming classes! As a 
reminder, our team is small, and we manage over a doz-
en events and requests for support at any given time. For 
class sign-ups, please contact Rowan Bunich via call, text, 
or email, as we do not monitor social media for class par-
ticipation. When signing up, we require your contact in-
formation and ask that each individual is responsible for 
themselves. We often experience empty seats when indi-
viduals attempt to sign up friends and family who do not 
show up. We maintain a waitlist and cannot fill spots if 
we cannot verify attendance. Thank you for your under-
standing and cooperation in helping us provide cultural 
engagement opportunities to our community. 

Kara Horton during a recent cedar harvest facilitat-
ed by the Cultrual Resources Department. 

For additional pictures, 
please see opposite page. 
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Point Casino GM
Cont. from Cover
But, with all the big changes, Papaj is perhaps most excited 
to join NKI soon after the appointment of Anthony Jones 
as the company’s CEO. Jones is the first PGST member to 
hold the position. 

“I feel so honored to be working with Anthony. We’re 
starting with fresh eyes and looking for new opportuni-
ties,” said Papaj. 

He added: “With experience running a tribal business as 
an enrolled member, I understand deeply the relationship 
between enterprise and tribal government. But it is not the 
corporate economic engine that powers a community like 
this; it’s the other way around. 

“The Point Casino & Hotel offers something unique. It 
isn’t corporate, you can feel the spirit of the community 
here. That is truly special.” 

Photos from a recent cedar harvest facilitated 
by the Cultural Resources Department
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Sign Up for Text Alerts
Want to stay up-to-date on the latest 
news and events from the Port Gamble 
S’Klallam Tribe and its departments? 
Receive information via text and/or 
email on closures, emergency situations, 
community gatherings, upcoming 
meetings, cultural activities, and more 
by registering at https://www.smart911.
com/smart911/ref/reg.action?pa=pgst. 
Questions? Contact Nick Miller at 
nmiller@pgst.nsn.us

Do Not Pick Berries from 
the Side of the Road!

As the weather warms, resist the tempta-
tion to pick berries (or anything edible!) 
from bushes at the side of the road 
whether on- or off-Reservation.

Berries growing along roadways may be 
contaminated from exposure to traffic 
exhaust, stormwater runoff, and herbi-
cides used by county maintenance crews 
to kill off grasses and other plant growth 
that can become burn hazards.

Even on Reservation lands, the risk is 
very real. While PGST avoids the use 
of herbicides whenever and wherever 
possible, berries and other edible items 
that grow on the side of the road may be 
polluted by other toxins, like heavy met-
als, oils, and other contaminants. The 
ingestion or exposure to these substances 
by humans and animals in significant 
enough quantities has the potential to 
cause poisoning and illness.

For any questions on this guidance, 
please contact Nikki Aikman, Forest and 
Conservation Program Manager, at 360-
865-2678. 

Graduates: Send Your Info 
to Education

Calling all graduates! If you’re graduating 
from high school, college, or trade school 
this year, the Education department 
wants to celebrate you! Send your name, 
picture, degree/trade certificate, and 
where you’re graduating from to Beth 
Swift at bswift@pgst.nsn.us. Thank you!

Win a $100 Gas Card 
Noo-Kayet’s Tribal Development Pro-
gram is seeking PGST Member (16+) 
feedback. Your feedback is valuable, so  
everyone who submits a survey by May 
20, 2026, will be entered into a drawing 
for one of four $100 Shell Gas Cards. 

Scan the QR code below or enter the 
web link address, or if you prefer a paper 
copy contact Jonelle Grady (360) 655-
5492 or jgrady@noo-kayet.com and she 
will mail you one along with a stamped 
& addressed return envelope for your 
convenience.  Survey URL: https://
forms.cloud.microsoft/r/aTVGPKeL55 

Around The Rez 
Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community 

Stay Up-To-Date with the Education Newsletter
The Education department has launched a newsletter to help 
better inform PGST community members. Each issue includes 
the latest department news, Student Spotlights, Educational Re-
sources, Books by Indigenous Authors, and book recommenda-
tions by age and grade. 

Access the latest issue via the QR code to the right!
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...to everyone celebrating in MAY!

H A P P Y BIRTHDAY
May 1
Travon Decoteau
Akilah Jackson

May 2
Lydia Baker
Thomas Doleman
Jeremy Fulton
Jalen Ives
Tydas Montgomery

May 3
Devryn Ashworth
Indika-Rose Bray
Richard Ritter

May 4
Jacob Hommel
Garrett Sitting Dog

May 5
Abby Brooks
Justin Jones
Donald Plankenhorn
Amanda Purser

May 6
Christopher Clearwater
Theodore Sims
Gary Wellman Sr. 

May 7
Juanita Adams
Colin Edwards
Kaylee Edwards
Dominic Fundak
Richard Reynolds
Halic Tom

May 8
Rebecca Bray
Makya Decoteau
Lloyd Fulton
Sandra Horton
Thomas Horton

Floyd Jones
Joshua Jones
Tiffany Seachord

May 9
Robert Atkins
Brady Chadwick
Jarod Decoteau
Keelie Rogers
Tammy Sullivan

May 10
Marjorie Corless
Paul Gaeta
Sabrena Metheny

May 11
Duane Aikman Jr. 
Shallee Baker
Taliya Caldera
Christopher Charles
Ariana Griggs
Shane Ives
Mary Sanchez
Wade Stark

May 12
Frank Trevathan
Randolph Wellman
Rudolph Wellman

May 13
Chas Andrews
Soso’Kailema Andrews
Christian Bartholomew
Sway Simmons
Conrad Sullivan
Jennifer White

May 14
Reign-Rudy Jones
Rylen Stevens

May 15
Carol Fulton
Brennon Hagen

May 16
Elena Leonard
Tatiana Levy
Rose Stewart
Stephanie Webster

May 17
Erick Fulton
JC Fulton
Caden Roberts
Tina Sayles

May 18
Debra Carpenter
Douglas George
Norman Ingraham IV
Robert Lund
Glenda Paulus
Vince Purser Jr. 
Richard Roberts Jr. 
Connie Wellman

May 19
Mary Ann Andrews
Michael Freeman
Daniel Jones
Adrian Purser

May 20
Andrew Bidtah
Robert Romero Jr. 

May 21
Linda George
Joseph Ives

May 22
Angelo Folz-Edwards
Josephine Moran
Nathan Toney

May 24
Kenneth Charles
Mariah Ives

May 25
Indigo Baglien
Jameson Hillier
William Jones Jr. 
Matika Marino

May 26
Morgan Decoteau Labadie
Donna Plankenhorn
Wah’Sa’Wee Sullivan

May 27
Matthew Decoteau
Donna Goodwin
Julani McGinty
Ariana Soper
Lavern Tom Jr. 
Dale Williams

May 28
George Lund
Paulina Sullivan
Veronica Sullivan

May 29
Dwayne Decoteau-Ives
Glenn Gresham
Robert Johnson
Manuel Price
Calina Quintana

May 30
Ryder Hanson
Colleen Tomer

May 31
Isabella Decoteau
Kendall Decoteau
Steven Knowlton
Lilliana Margart
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COMMUNITY NEWS— We are open 10 am 
to 6 pm Monday-Thursday, Fridays 10 am to 
5 pm and Saturdays 10 am to 2 pm. Call 360-
860-5080 to place a hold, make a curbside 
appointment, or speak to a staff person. 

The Little Boston branch of Kitsap Regional 
Library will be closed Monday, May 25th in 
observance of the Memorial Day holiday. 

Little Boston
—May 6, 13, 20, 27 @ 1:00 pm – Crafternoon
—May 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 10:30 am – Family 
Storytime
—May 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 2:00 pm – Puzzle Club
—May 13, 20 @ 3:30 pm – Read to a Dog
—May 18 @ 3:00 pm - Maker Monday 
—May 26 @ 12:00 pm – Kingston Goes to the 
Movies:  Secrets and Lies
 
Reading Recommendations 
Beyond the Glittering World: An Anthology 
of Indigenous Feminisms and Futurisms 
edited by Stacie Shannon Denetsotsie (Diné), 
Kinsale Drake (Diné) & Darcie Little Badger 
(Lipan Apache): Celebrating a new generation 
of storytellers, this collection brings together 
22 writers and poets who immerse readers in 
poems, stories, and worlds that challenge and 
delight. From a museum heist 177 years in 
the making, to lyrical explorations of love and 
loss, to a tale where language itself becomes 
the force that saves the land, this boundary-
breaking, genre-bending anthology illuminates 
the power of Indigenous voices (Fiction • Book 
• 2025)

Plant Teachings for Growing Socio-Emotional 
Skills edited by Elise Krohn: teachings co-
designed by Rachel Smart (Port Gamble S’Klallam 
Tribe) et al: Developed through a partnership 
between Garden-Raised Bounty (WA nonprofit) 
and NW Indian Treatment Center, this book 

explores behavioral health skills rooted in the 
land and Coast Salish culture. Plant knowledge, 
traditional stories, mindfulness activities and 
recipes for wild foods and herbal medicines 
are wonderfully woven through the book. 
(Nonfiction • Book • 2020)

Outside Magazine published quarterly
Outside covers travel, sports, gear, fitness, and 
the style and culture of the outdoors.
Feature articles consist of:
—South of Nowhere: a massive new park at 
the tip of South America
—The 2026 Travel Awards: outfitters and 
visionaries rewriting adventures
—Hello Darkness:  chasing natural light from 
stargazing to auroras
 
People published weekly (with a few exceptions)
People is an American magazine that specializes 
in celebrity news and human-interest stories.
—Inside the Oscars:  best dressed,  parties and 
more
—Stand By Me Turns 40
—Scene-Stealing Food Moments

See you at the Library!

CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY

...to everyone celebrating in MAY!

BIRTHDAY
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