
On Sunday, July 26, canoes began landing at Point Julia for the Paddle to Nisqually Medicine Creek
Potlatch, which brought canoe families and tribes together from across the Salish Sea from July 31

through August 5, 2026. 

One of the last stops before reaching Nisqually, PGST hosted around 100 canoes with a feast and
protocol. For the first time, during the afternoon and into the evening, a Resource Fair was held in

the Gym to spotlight programs available to the community. 
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Scenes from PGST’s Canoe Journey Hosting

Continued on Page 4



Tribal Council

PGST Vision Statement
Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be self-
sufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement
The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.
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Over the past four years, Jered has grown into a knowledgeable and
highly respected leader in cannabis purchasing. His approach is
rooted in relationships, respect, and a willingness to work with
everyone—from large-scale producers to small craft brands. He
understands that successful purchasing is not simply about buying
products; it is about listening to customers, building strong vendor
relationships, and ensuring that High Point Cannabis continues to
offer products that serve our community.

Jered’s recognition is especially meaningful because it reflects more
than professional achievement. It represents the growth that comes
from embracing challenges, learning through experience, and
continually striving to become better. As a husband and father, Jered
also understands the broader impact of his work and the
responsibility that comes with working for a tribally-owned business
that serves its community. As a community resident and husband of
Tribal member Andrea Murphy, Jered’s connections to the PGST
community run deep.

NKI leadership congratulates Jered on this well-deserved
recognition. His growth, dedication, and commitment to
High Point Cannabis are an inspiration to the entire team.
Management is proud to have him as part of the High Point
family and looks forward to seeing all that he will
accomplish in the years ahead.
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Congratulations to Jered Murphy: 
Recognized Among the Cannabis Industry’s 40 Under 40

High Point Cannabis is proud to
recognize Jered Murphy, our
Purchasing Manager, on being
named one of the cannabis industry’s
40 Under 40 by Marijuana Venture
Magazine.

At just 32 years old, Jered has
already built an impressive career
through hard work, perseverance,
humility, and a genuine commitment
to understanding the cannabis
industry from the ground up. His
journey at High Point Cannabis
began as a part-time budtender,
working just one day a week, before
earning the trust and respect of his
colleagues and leadership and
ultimately stepping into the role of
Purchasing Manager.
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Scenes from PGST’s Canoe Journey Hosting
Continued from Cover

Thank you, WA Rep. Tarra
Simmons and WA Senator Deb
Krishnadasan for attending the

Canoe Landing festivities at Point
Julia and the Resource Fair on
Sunday, July 26. We appreciate

their interest in our culture and this
event, which is so special to our

community!
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Gene Anest was instrumental in building the Longhouse,
Elder’s Center, and Education Center. Gene cut all the
logs used to build the longhouse and helped prepare them
for installation. His expertise in logging, drying, and
carpentry was very helpful during the construction of the
building. On top of this, Gene was hired to install much of
the underground utilities for the Longhouse, making sure
the water flowed and the lights went on!

In appreciation, Gina Steiner recently visited Gene and
Susan and presented the pair with a cedar basket filled
with culturally significant items. “We walked around the
property and visited and picked berries. They were very
grateful and are fond of the relationship with the Tribe,”
said Gina. 

We are tremendously grateful for all of Gene’s hard work
over the years and the friendship and generosity of Gene
and Susan in support of our community! 

4 Acre Parcel Donated to PGST: 
Thank you to Gene and Susan Anest 

Thank you to Gene and Susan Anest for their
generous gift of land to the Port Gamble
S’Klallam Tribe. The couple recently donated
an approximate four-acre section of forest
between Cliffside Road and the Hansville
Block. The parcel is a natural extension of the
Tribe’s holdings in the area. In addition, Gene
and Susan also gave $5,000 to support the
Elders Program. 

Japanese Knotweed Treatment Beginning
Late August

Example of Japanese Knotweed infestation
on the Reservation

Beginning in late August, PGST Natural Resources is
kicking off a pilot program to handle a growing
infestation of Japanese Knotweed, which is spreading in
many parts of the Reservation and, if left alone, will
grow out of control and harm native plants and
waterways. While the treatment includes the use of
herbicide, health concerns are limited and Natural
Resources and its partners are doing everything possible
to ensure the safety of the community. 

Japanese Knotweed is a highly invasive plant that, with
its jointed stalks and leaves that measure 4 to 6 inches,
can be mistaken for bamboo. Growing up to 8-feet tall,
plants can continue to spread indefinitely through a
lateral root system called rhizomes. 

~Knotweed cont. on Page 9 



Updates and Improvements to Voting
System for 2026 Tribal Council Elections

PGST members who voted in the most recent Tribal
Council election may have noticed some shifts in
the process of how they cast their vote. These
changes translate into more secure elections with
more accurate results. 

With the 2026 Tribal Council election, PGST
Election Committee worked with MK Election
Services, a private company that provides election
administration services throughout the U.S. to
Indian nations, labor unions, and public sector
entities, among others. MK Election Services works
with several tribes throughout Washington state.

While PGST voters still cast their choices via paper
ballot, the tabulation of votes has been streamlined.
Previously, PGST staff and Election Committee
members called out the results of each ballot and
ran a tally via paper and pen.  Often, this process
would have to be repeated, especially in close
elections, taking a couple of hours to count and
verify. 

With this new system, after the polls close, under
the oversite of the Election Committee, MK
Election gets to work scanning the ballots in
batches of up to 100. There are approximately 1100
PGST members who are eligible to vote. In the July
13  Tribal Council election, 292 PGST members
voted. 

th

After the ballots are scanned, the votes are counted
and results are provided. The PGST Election
Committee reviews the results and ballots, focusing
on any that are inconclusive and couldn’t be
counted by the software. As in all previous
elections, some voters had ineligible votes due to
improperly filling out the ballot. 

Finally, after all review is complete, the Election
Committee certifies the results. This process and
the oversight that’s built in is expected to provide a
more accurate count in a fraction of the time. This
year the whole entire process from scanning,
auditing and certification took only 45 minutes.
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“We have heard a lot from the community about
updating our (voting) system and our methods of
counting ballots. Ron (Charles) has been an
advocate of this for years. Our goal is to make sure
the vote is accurate, while bringing confidence to
voters about the process,” said Kelly Sullivan,
Election Committee member. 

She added, “Even though we’re working with (MK
Elections), Tribal members are still overseeing
everything.” Per PGST Code, all elections must be
overseen and certified by the Election Committee. 

In addition to shoring up the election process, the
Election Committee has been working to promote
elections. This has included videos featuring Elders
about the importance of voting, and new artwork
from Jimmy Price and Will Swift adorning election
flyers, “I voted” stickers, and more. 

Top Left: Vice-Chair Chris Tom and Chairwoman Amber Caldera. Bottom Left: Council Person I Renee
Veregge and family. Right: Chris Tom and Renee Veregge are sworn in. 

Elections, Continued

“The members of the Election Committee were
proud and excited for the improvements that MK
elections made in our process,” said Kelly. “Not
only did it improve accuracy, but it also improved
the amount of time the committee spends counting.
We continue to see invalid votes due to people not
filling in the circle of the ballot and are working to
improve our efforts to help voters complete ballots
properly.”  

The results of the election were announced on the
evening on July 13. Chris Tom re-won his seat as
Vice-Chair as did Renee Veregge as Council Person
I. Matthew Ives was welcomed back to Tribal
Council winning the seat vacated by Kyle
Carpenter, who chose not to run for another term.
Newly elected Tribal Council members were sworn
in on Tuesday, July 14 to start their two-year term. 
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KNOTWEED, Cont. from Page 5

If left untreated, Japanese Knotweed can
squeeze out native plants.  It also thrives in
streams, tributaries, and other small bodies of
water. Over time, the plant brings a host of
negative consequences, such as reduced stream
flow, sediment erosion, reducing aquatic habitat,
and increasing mortality for juvenile fish. 

Japanese Knotweed cannot be controlled
through manual methods like mowing and
pulling, as such actions can make infestations
worse. For example, shards or fragments of the
plant created during mowing can grow into new
plants, or even worse, spread by wind or flowing
water to a separate area where a new colony of
knotweed can establish.  

Herbicides are always a last resort by PGST
Natural Resources in dealing with invasive plant
species. Unfortunately, in the case of Japanese
Knotweed, targeted spray and injected
herbicides are the only way to halt, and
eventually eradicate, infestations. The coming
effort will involve the use of herbicides on plants
in areas with heavy growth, including behind the
ballfield and along Little Boston Road. A tribal
member’s property, which is overrun with the
plant, will also be treated. 

“We don’t want to use herbicides, and we
wouldn’t be if there was another reliable way to
deal with the plants,” said Megan Richard, PGST
Restoration Project Manager. 

Megan and her team at Natural Resources are
working with Ecological Restoration &
Stormwater Management (ERSM), a company
licensed and trained to administer the
treatment, while taking care to avoid contact
with surrounding vegetation. 

Treatment areas will be cordoned off with yellow
caution tape for up to 48 hours. This is out of an
abundance of caution as any sprayed herbicide
poses little to no health risk within hours of
application. While the contractor is skilled at
targeting Japanese Knotweed, there is a chance
that surrounding plants might also be impacted.
 
The community is asked to remain clear of
treatment areas while they are blocked off. Please
do not pick berries or harvest adjacent plants
until the area has been cleared (Natural
Resources discourages berry picking or
plant harvesting generally along roadways
like Little Boston Road).

Megan understands the community’s concerns
about herbicides and wishes there were other
viable options for dealing with the current
infestation. Given the need to control Japanese
Knotweed to stave off its worst impacts,
herbicides are the recommended path forward. 
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Summary:
Controlling Japanese Knotweed around the
PGST Reservation is essential so it doesn’t
grow further out-of-control and disrupt the
health of ecosystems that support native
plants and fish. The best option is through
the use of herbicides that pose very little
risk. Crews applying the herbicide are taking
every precaution to protect the health and
safety of the community as well as
neighboring plants. The treatment program
will begin in late August or early September. 

If you have questions about Japanese Knotweed,
the on-Reservation treatment plan, or what to do
if it’s growing in your yard, please contact Megan
Richard at merichard@pgst.nsn.us. 

mailto:merichard@pgst.nsn.us
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Around The Rez
Opportunities and announcements for the S’Klallam Community

S’Klallam Days and Gliding
Eagle Market’s Customer

Appreciation Day

S’Klallam Days and Gliding Eagle
Market’s Customer Appreciation
Day are joining together into a
single day celebration on Saturday,
September 12. Time for both events
is yet to be finalized as of this
printing but will be sometime in the
afternoon. The joint events will
include lots of food and fun for the
whole family, including a rockwall, a
Mind Winder ride, lava obstacle
course, and inflatable carnival
games, including ax throwing,
basketball, soccer, and baseball.
More details coming soon!

PGST 2025 Annual
Report Now Available!

The PGST Annual Report
covering calendar year 2025 is
now available. Learn more
about the Tribe’s successes
and how the government and
its enterprises operates.
Highlights include letters from
Chairwoman Amber Caldera,
NKI CEO Anthony Jones, and
PGST CFO Greg Trueb. 

Read the report online at
https://pgst.nsn.us/wp-
content/uploads/2026/07/202
5-PGST-Annual-
Report_updaated.pdf. 

Summer Sounds at 
The Point Casino & Hotel

Summer Sounds continues
outdoors on the Ronald F. Charles
Spindle Whorl Courtyard at The
Point Casino & Hotel! Enjoy live
music, BBQ, and the bar. Fridays
and Saturdays through September
12. Live Music starts at 6pm.
Upcoming shows include: The
Michael Crain Band (Classic Rock),
The Tonze (Old School R&B), Kitty
Mae (Rockin’ Country), Next Up
(R&B and Classic Rock), Cody
Bartels (Country), Merge (Modern
Rock), The Undecided (Country &
Rock), and Hippy and the Squids
(Rock & Roll).



...to everyone celebrating in 

August 1
Clausen, Kyle
Flores, Mila
DeCoteau, John
Thompson, Cynthia
Margart, Lucia

August 2
Archambault, Domynique
Donaldson, Gordon
Streun, Tyler 
McGovern, Justin

August 3
Harrison, Thaddeaus
Decoteau, Talia
Flores, Sharlene

August 4
Gritton, Skylene
Tom, Joseph

August 5
Brinkman, Janie
Carpenter, Kolbie
Gaines-Melton, Dakota
Goodwin, Benjamin

August 6
DeCoteau-Gurney, Tristan
Weaver, Brooklyn

August 7
Baze, Ian
Magdaleno, Lisa
Decoteau, Alaia

August 8
Hanna, Ciarra

August 9
Edwards, Sabrena
Clifton, Sophia
Reynolds, Naomi

August 10
Pierce, Alishawnee
Ives, Bradley
Davis, Phillip
Ives, Brad
Bendixsen, Derek
Charles, Kiana

August 11
Komok, Justeen
Bowling, Devlin
Price-Leany, Ellias

August 12
Robles, Aurora
Holland, Kai
Murphy, Lennie
Weaver, Riquelle

August 13
Trevathan, Halle
Sullivan, Gregory
Scheff, Ann
Turman, Linda
Jacobsen, Walter
Makris, Georgia

August 14
Purser-Decoteau, Nakaya

August 15
Charles, Sylvia
Loescher, Viola
Fitzgerald, Judith

August 16
Evans, Matias
Plankenhorn, Katrina
Decoteau, Cheyenne
Newman, Aaron

August 17
Wooster, Joshua
Tom, Victor
Perry, David
Decoteau, Tawny
Sullivan, Emily
Laroche, Lorelai

August 18
Trevathan, William
Sullivan, Kasen
Moon, Jayla
Smart II, Jonathan
Michalscheck, Randal
Decoteau, John
Ewing, John

August 19
Decoteau, Penny
Veregge, Presley
Leavitt, Sarah
Ives, Edna
Arciaga, Addison

August 20
Jones-Stewart, Benjamin
Moff, Alexander

August 22
Knowlton, Benjamin
Gresham, John
McDonald, Conlee
Thomas, Elilu

August 23
Swift, Josef
Alarcon, Rodolfo

August 24
Stricker, Adrienne
Fulton, Scott
Wellman, Carriana
Peters, Darlene
Loeffler Jr., Dylan

August 25
Lund, Jeffrey
Horton, Ryleigh
Horton, Bailey
Rogers, Avery
Fulton, Marissa

August 26
Tabanera-Geras, Rayna
Gamble, Misty

August 27
Vodraska, Jennifer
Broten, Lorreena
Purser-Butler, Kaysen
Ives, Aletcia
Sullivan, Waylen
Bennett, Lillian

August 28
Purser, Hillary
Swift, Francine
Holland, Trevar
Wise, Samantha

August 29
Combes-Luker, Cindy
Tom, Kelly
Nilluka, Mark

August 30
Edwards, Carla
Sullivan, Cassandra
Hall, Patricia
Maxwell, Danielle

August 21
Decoteau, Derryck

August 31
Gouley, Grace
Purser, Ashton
Watland, Peyton
Bowechop, Misty
Castenguay, Kish
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY

COMMUNITY NEWS— We are open 10 am to 
6 pm Monday-Thursday, Fridays 10 am to 5 pm and
Saturdays 10 am to 2pm. Call 360-860-5080 to place a hold,
make a curbside appointment, or speak to staff person. 

Summer Learning! 
Bound for the stars this summer with Kitsap
Regional Library! This summer, we've unlocked the
challenges to let YOU decide what will excite and
challenge you to chart a new course this season. Set
reading and doing goals that thrill—maybe it's
reading a whole series, or memorizing the
constellations of the summer sky, or both! We're
also launching the Kids & Teens: Book Boost. When
youth readers visit the Library, they can choose
three books—one on each visit—to take home to
build their own collection. And, of course, the
Library is hosting free concerts, shows, and celestial
celebrations to make sure you have a hopping good
time, all summer long.

For more information stop by your local
branch or visit www.krl.org/summer

August 2026 Library Recommendations

A Steady Brightness of Being: Truths,
Wisdom & Love from Celebrated Indigenous
Voices edited by Sara Sinclair & Stephanie Sinclair
(Cree / Ojibwe): Taking its structure from the
medicine bundle- tobacco, sage, cedar, and
sweetgrass - this anthology of letters tackles
complex questions of our times to provide a rich
tapestry of Indigenous life, past, present, and
future. (Nonfiction • Book • 2025)

Crooked Hallelujah by Kelli Jo Ford
(Cherokee): A New York Times Editors’ Choice,
this powerful novel follows Justine and her
daughter, Reney, in 1974 as they move from
Eastern Oklahoma's Indian Country in the hopes
of starting a new life in Texas. (Fiction • Book •
2020)

Magazines available for check out at the
library:
Vogue is published 10 times per year.
The latest fashion news, beauty coverage,
celebrity style, fashion week updates, and
culture reviews.
Recent issue articles include:

Naked Truths: reflections on the
distinct human form
A Bone to Pick: Skeleton strength is
all the rage
Learning Curve: why are corsets more
popular than ever

 
Real Simple is published eight times a
year.
To help make your cooking adventures a
success.
Yummy articles include:

Make Pizza Better
Strawberry Coffee Cake
Spreading the Word: smart tips for
the world's best ingredient, butter

See you at the
Library!
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TIDE TABLES FOR PORT GAMBLE, WASHINGTON
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	Scenes from PGST’s Canoe Journey Hosting
	On Sunday, July 26, canoes began landing at Point Julia for the Paddle to Nisqually Medicine Creek Potlatch, which brought canoe families and tribes together from across the Salish Sea from July 31 through August 5, 2026.
	One of the last stops before reaching Nisqually, PGST hosted around 100 canoes with a feast and protocol. For the first time, during the afternoon and into the evening, a Resource Fair was held in the Gym to spotlight programs available to the community.
	Continued on Page 4
	PGST Vision Statement Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be self-sufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.
	PGST Mission Statement The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture, traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.
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	Congratulations to Jered Murphy:  Recognized Among the Cannabis Industry’s 40 Under 40
	High Point Cannabis is proud to recognize Jered Murphy, our Purchasing Manager, on being named one of the cannabis industry’s 40 Under 40 by Marijuana Venture Magazine.
	At just 32 years old, Jered has already built an impressive career through hard work, perseverance, humility, and a genuine commitment to understanding the cannabis industry from the ground up. His journey at High Point Cannabis began as a part-time budtender, working just one day a week, before earning the trust and respect of his colleagues and leadership and ultimately stepping into the role of Purchasing Manager.
	Over the past four years, Jered has grown into a knowledgeable and highly respected leader in cannabis purchasing. His approach is rooted in relationships, respect, and a willingness to work with everyone—from large-scale producers to small craft brands. He understands that successful purchasing is not simply about buying products; it is about listening to customers, building strong vendor relationships, and ensuring that High Point Cannabis continues to offer products that serve our community.
	Jered’s recognition is especially meaningful because it reflects more than professional achievement. It represents the growth that comes from embracing challenges, learning through experience, and continually striving to become better. As a husband and father, Jered also understands the broader impact of his work and the responsibility that comes with working for a tribally-owned business that serves its community. As a community resident and husband of Tribal member Andrea Murphy, Jered’s connections to the PGST community run deep.
	NKI leadership congratulates Jered on this well-deserved recognition. His growth, dedication, and commitment to High Point Cannabis are an inspiration to the entire team. Management is proud to have him as part of the High Point family and looks forward to seeing all that he will accomplish in the years ahead.

	Scenes from PGST’s Canoe Journey Hosting
	Continued from Cover
	Thank you, WA Rep. Tarra Simmons and WA Senator Deb Krishnadasan for attending the Canoe Landing festivities at Point Julia and the Resource Fair on Sunday, July 26. We appreciate their interest in our culture and this event, which is so special to our community!

	4 Acre Parcel Donated to PGST:  Thank you to Gene and Susan Anest
	Thank you to Gene and Susan Anest for their generous gift of land to the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe. The couple recently donated an approximate four-acre section of forest between Cliffside Road and the Hansville Block. The parcel is a natural extension of the Tribe’s holdings in the area. In addition, Gene and Susan also gave $5,000 to support the Elders Program.
	Gene Anest was instrumental in building the Longhouse, Elder’s Center, and Education Center. Gene cut all the logs used to build the longhouse and helped prepare them for installation. His expertise in logging, drying, and carpentry was very helpful during the construction of the building. On top of this, Gene was hired to install much of the underground utilities for the Longhouse, making sure the water flowed and the lights went on!
	In appreciation, Gina Steiner recently visited Gene and Susan and presented the pair with a cedar basket filled with culturally significant items. “We walked around the property and visited and picked berries. They were very grateful and are fond of the relationship with the Tribe,” said Gina.
	We are tremendously grateful for all of Gene’s hard work over the years and the friendship and generosity of Gene and Susan in support of our community!

	Japanese Knotweed Treatment Beginning Late August
	Beginning in late August, PGST Natural Resources is kicking off a pilot program to handle a growing infestation of Japanese Knotweed, which is spreading in many parts of the Reservation and, if left alone, will grow out of control and harm native plants and waterways. While the treatment includes the use of herbicide, health concerns are limited and Natural Resources and its partners are doing everything possible to ensure the safety of the community.
	Japanese Knotweed is a highly invasive plant that, with its jointed stalks and leaves that measure 4 to 6 inches, can be mistaken for bamboo. Growing up to 8-feet tall, plants can continue to spread indefinitely through a lateral root system called rhizomes.  ~Knotweed cont. on Page 9
	Example of Japanese Knotweed infestation on the Reservation

	Updates and Improvements to Voting System for 2026 Tribal Council Elections
	PGST members who voted in the most recent Tribal Council election may have noticed some shifts in the process of how they cast their vote. These changes translate into more secure elections with more accurate results.
	With the 2026 Tribal Council election, PGST Election Committee worked with MK Election Services, a private company that provides election administration services throughout the U.S. to Indian nations, labor unions, and public sector entities, among others. MK Election Services works with several tribes throughout Washington state.
	While PGST voters still cast their choices via paper ballot, the tabulation of votes has been streamlined. Previously, PGST staff and Election Committee members called out the results of each ballot and ran a tally via paper and pen.  Often, this process would have to be repeated, especially in close elections, taking a couple of hours to count and verify.
	With this new system, after the polls close, under the oversite of the Election Committee, MK Election gets to work scanning the ballots in batches of up to 100. There are approximately 1100 PGST members who are eligible to vote. In the July 13th Tribal Council election, 292 PGST members voted.
	After the ballots are scanned, the votes are counted and results are provided. The PGST Election Committee reviews the results and ballots, focusing on any that are inconclusive and couldn’t be counted by the software. As in all previous elections, some voters had ineligible votes due to improperly filling out the ballot.
	Finally, after all review is complete, the Election Committee certifies the results. This process and the oversight that’s built in is expected to provide a more accurate count in a fraction of the time. This year the whole entire process from scanning, auditing and certification took only 45 minutes.

	Elections, Continued
	“We have heard a lot from the community about updating our (voting) system and our methods of counting ballots. Ron (Charles) has been an advocate of this for years. Our goal is to make sure the vote is accurate, while bringing confidence to voters about the process,” said Kelly Sullivan, Election Committee member.
	She added, “Even though we’re working with (MK Elections), Tribal members are still overseeing everything.” Per PGST Code, all elections must be overseen and certified by the Election Committee.
	In addition to shoring up the election process, the Election Committee has been working to promote elections. This has included videos featuring Elders about the importance of voting, and new artwork from Jimmy Price and Will Swift adorning election flyers, “I voted” stickers, and more.
	“The members of the Election Committee were proud and excited for the improvements that MK elections made in our process,” said Kelly. “Not only did it improve accuracy, but it also improved the amount of time the committee spends counting. We continue to see invalid votes due to people not filling in the circle of the ballot and are working to improve our efforts to help voters complete ballots properly.”
	The results of the election were announced on the evening on July 13. Chris Tom re-won his seat as Vice-Chair as did Renee Veregge as Council Person I. Matthew Ives was welcomed back to Tribal Council winning the seat vacated by Kyle Carpenter, who chose not to run for another term. Newly elected Tribal Council members were sworn in on Tuesday, July 14 to start their two-year term.
	Top Left: Vice-Chair Chris Tom and Chairwoman Amber Caldera. Bottom Left: Council Person I Renee Veregge and family. Right: Chris Tom and Renee Veregge are sworn in.
	KNOTWEED, Cont. from Page 5 If left untreated, Japanese Knotweed can squeeze out native plants.  It also thrives in streams, tributaries, and other small bodies of water. Over time, the plant brings a host of negative consequences, such as reduced stream flow, sediment erosion, reducing aquatic habitat, and increasing mortality for juvenile fish.
	Japanese Knotweed cannot be controlled through manual methods like mowing and pulling, as such actions can make infestations worse. For example, shards or fragments of the plant created during mowing can grow into new plants, or even worse, spread by wind or flowing water to a separate area where a new colony of knotweed can establish.
	Herbicides are always a last resort by PGST Natural Resources in dealing with invasive plant species. Unfortunately, in the case of Japanese Knotweed, targeted spray and injected herbicides are the only way to halt, and eventually eradicate, infestations. The coming effort will involve the use of herbicides on plants in areas with heavy growth, including behind the ballfield and along Little Boston Road. A tribal member’s property, which is overrun with the plant, will also be treated.
	“We don’t want to use herbicides, and we wouldn’t be if there was another reliable way to deal with the plants,” said Megan Richard, PGST Restoration Project Manager.
	Megan and her team at Natural Resources are working with Ecological Restoration & Stormwater Management (ERSM), a company licensed and trained to administer the treatment, while taking care to avoid contact with surrounding vegetation.
	Treatment areas will be cordoned off with yellow caution tape for up to 48 hours. This is out of an abundance of caution as any sprayed herbicide poses little to no health risk within hours of application. While the contractor is skilled at targeting Japanese Knotweed, there is a chance that surrounding plants might also be impacted.
	The community is asked to remain clear of treatment areas while they are blocked off. Please do not pick berries or harvest adjacent plants until the area has been cleared (Natural Resources discourages berry picking or plant harvesting generally along roadways like Little Boston Road).
	Megan understands the community’s concerns about herbicides and wishes there were other viable options for dealing with the current infestation. Given the need to control Japanese Knotweed to stave off its worst impacts, herbicides are the recommended path forward.
	Summary: Controlling Japanese Knotweed around the PGST Reservation is essential so it doesn’t grow further out-of-control and disrupt the health of ecosystems that support native plants and fish. The best option is through the use of herbicides that pose very little risk. Crews applying the herbicide are taking every precaution to protect the health and safety of the community as well as neighboring plants. The treatment program will begin in late August or early September.
	If you have questions about Japanese Knotweed, the on-Reservation treatment plan, or what to do if it’s growing in your yard, please contact Megan Richard at merichard@pgst.nsn.us.
	Around The Rez Opportunities and announcements for the S’Klallam Community

	S’Klallam Days and Gliding Eagle Market’s Customer Appreciation Day
	S’Klallam Days and Gliding Eagle Market’s Customer Appreciation Day are joining together into a single day celebration on Saturday, September 12. Time for both events is yet to be finalized as of this printing but will be sometime in the afternoon. The joint events will include lots of food and fun for the whole family, including a rockwall, a Mind Winder ride, lava obstacle course, and inflatable carnival games, including ax throwing, basketball, soccer, and baseball. More details coming soon!

	Summer Sounds at  The Point Casino & Hotel
	Summer Sounds continues outdoors on the Ronald F. Charles Spindle Whorl Courtyard at The Point Casino & Hotel! Enjoy live music, BBQ, and the bar. Fridays and Saturdays through September 12. Live Music starts at 6pm. Upcoming shows include: The Michael Crain Band (Classic Rock), The Tonze (Old School R&B), Kitty Mae (Rockin’ Country), Next Up (R&B and Classic Rock), Cody Bartels (Country), Merge (Modern Rock), The Undecided (Country & Rock), and Hippy and the Squids (Rock & Roll).

	PGST 2025 Annual Report Now Available!
	The PGST Annual Report covering calendar year 2025 is now available. Learn more about the Tribe’s successes and how the government and its enterprises operates. Highlights include letters from Chairwoman Amber Caldera, NKI CEO Anthony Jones, and PGST CFO Greg Trueb.
	Read the report online at https://pgst.nsn.us/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2025-PGST-Annual-Report_updaated.pdf.
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	...to everyone celebrating in
	August 8 Hanna, Ciarra

	CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
	COMMUNITY NEWS— We are open 10 am to
	6 pm Monday-Thursday, Fridays 10 am to 5 pm and Saturdays 10 am to 2pm. Call 360-860-5080 to place a hold, make a curbside appointment, or speak to staff person.
	Summer Learning!
	Bound for the stars this summer with Kitsap Regional Library! This summer, we've unlocked the challenges to let YOU decide what will excite and challenge you to chart a new course this season. Set reading and doing goals that thrill—maybe it's reading a whole series, or memorizing the constellations of the summer sky, or both! We're also launching the Kids & Teens: Book Boost. When youth readers visit the Library, they can choose three books—one on each visit—to take home to build their own collection. And, of course, the Library is hosting free concerts, shows, and celestial celebrations to make sure you have a hopping good time, all summer long.

	For more information stop by your local branch or visit www.krl.org/summer
	August 2026 Library Recommendations
	A Steady Brightness of Being: Truths, Wisdom & Love from Celebrated Indigenous Voices edited by Sara Sinclair & Stephanie Sinclair (Cree / Ojibwe): Taking its structure from the medicine bundle- tobacco, sage, cedar, and sweetgrass - this anthology of letters tackles complex questions of our times to provide a rich tapestry of Indigenous life, past, present, and future. (Nonfiction • Book • 2025)
	Crooked Hallelujah by Kelli Jo Ford (Cherokee): A New York Times Editors’ Choice, this powerful novel follows Justine and her daughter, Reney, in 1974 as they move from Eastern Oklahoma's Indian Country in the hopes of starting a new life in Texas. (Fiction • Book • 2020)
	Magazines available for check out at the library:
	Vogue is published 10 times per year.
	The latest fashion news, beauty coverage, celebrity style, fashion week updates, and culture reviews.
	Recent issue articles include:
	Naked Truths: reflections on the distinct human form
	A Bone to Pick: Skeleton strength is all the rage
	Learning Curve: why are corsets more popular than ever
	Real Simple is published eight times a year.
	To help make your cooking adventures a success.
	Yummy articles include:
	Make Pizza Better
	Strawberry Coffee Cake
	Spreading the Word: smart tips for the world's best ingredient, butter

	See you at the Library!
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