
In early August, the annual Return of the
Salmon Ceremony and Fishing Derby took
place at Point Julia. Return of the Salmon
welcomes salmon back to the area in the hopes
of a good harvest. 

Ron Charles was a guest speaker at the event
and told a story about an old PGS Chief and the
abundance of fish they used to have. He said
this was one of the most successful fishing
derbies they’ve had in a long time. 
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PGST Celebrates Return of the Salmon

SALMON
Continued on Page 4

Bill Ives blessed the Fleet and the fishing season,
while Casey Jones, along with some of the youth,
took out the remains in the youth canoe and
returned them to the sea. 

After the event, the first foods celebration feast
was supplied by the Culture Department. 

Thank you to everyone who came out to
participate!



Tribal Council

PGST Vision Statement
Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be self-
sufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement
The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.
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PGST Celebrates Return of the Salmon
Continued from Cover

Winners of Return of the Salmon’s Fishing Derby:

Ivan George Award - Biggest Salmon Overall - Tristin Casperson
Ron Charles Award - Most Fish Caught on 1 boat - Ricky Sullivan

Brown Fulton Award - Biggest Non-salmon - Damion Charles
Ugliest fish - James Jones

Smallest fish - Amy Cheyney

0-2 1  Kamaya Montgomery 2  Kayden Fulton st nd

3-6 1  Portor DeCoteau 2  Dominic st nd

7-10 1  Julian Hankin 2  Nick Sullivan Jr & Jaxon Reynolds Tied st nd

11-13 1  Angus Hankin 2  Sawee Sullivan st nd

14-17 1  Aroura Sullivan 2  Issak Reynolds st nd

18 & over 1  Chad Reynolds 2  Ricky Sullivan st nd
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The weekend had more in store with two more
progressive game jackpots: a $23,598 win on a
Lotus Flower Blossom machine and $34,742 on
Buffalo Ultimate Stampede. 

Just these three jackpots alone came to over
$219,000 over the course of a couple of days. 

On The Point Casino’s Facebook page announcing
Mirabelle’s win, other players sent their
congratulations and well wishes to the winners
and marveling over the low bet on a six-figure
win. “On a $3 bet?!! That’s bananas!!” said
Kimberly Iverson. 

Commenter Peregrina Yares gave good wishes
everyone can get behind: “Outstanding!!! Big hit
one moment for a lifetime, Mirabelle!” 

The Point Casino Announces Weekend of Major
Jackpots Including $161,154.37 Grand Prize 

The Point Casino recently celebrated a historic
weekend of big wins!

Things kicked off on Friday, August 7 with lucky
player, Mirabelle, who won a staggering $161,154.37
grand prize on a Lion Link Prosperous Rooster
progressive game! A massive jackpot on a $2.25
wager! 

Chef Woodward Promoted to PM Venue Chef
for Kloomachin Kitchen

In 2023, Dsah was promoted to Lead Cook at
Kloomachin Kitchen, where he continued to
demonstrate exceptional work ethic, a positive
attitude, and a commitment to producing high-
quality food. Through his dedication,
professionalism, and continued growth as a
leader, Chef Dsah earned his advancement to PM
Kloomachin Venue Chef on 7/24/2026. 
 
Alongside Chef Joey Aikman, Chef Dsah is the
second team member from the Tribal Youth
Program to advance to the role of Venue Chef
within the culinary department. His journey is a
testament to the opportunities available through
hard work, perseverance, and a commitment to
personal and professional growth. 

Mirabelle, the $161K winner at The Point Casino!

Congratulations to Chef Dsah Woodward on his
recent promotion to PM Venue Chef for Kloomachin
Kitchen! 
 
In 2020, Dsah joined the casino through the Tribe's
Summer Youth Program and following the
completion of the program, was hired as a member
of their culinary team. He began his career as a
dishwasher and steadily advanced through the
kitchen, developing his skills and taking on
increasing levels of responsibility as a line cook. 

https://www.facebook.com/thepointcasinoandhotel


American Community Survey:
Why Your Participation Matters

By Roxanne Hockett
Grants Director

Helping Tell the Story of Our Community
Each month, a small number of households across
the Port Gamble S'Klallam Reservation are
randomly selected to participate in the American
Community Survey (ACS). If your household
receives an invitation, we encourage you to
respond.

The ACS is conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau
and provides important information about our
communities, including housing, employment,
education, transportation, and other demographic
information. While answering a survey may feel
like a small act, the data collected helps shape
decisions that affect tribal communities across the
country, including grant funding, infrastructure
investments, housing programs, and educational
opportunities. Information from the ACS helps tell
the story of who we are today and what resources
our community needs tomorrow. 

As Grants Director and Tribal Census Liaison for
the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe, I regularly use
census and ACS data to support grant applications
and demonstrate community need. Whether we
are seeking funding for housing, transportation,
education, health services, or economic
development, reliable data helps strengthen our
applications and improve our chances of receiving
resources for our community. 
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Meet Our Tribal Relations Specialist
The Census Bureau's Regional Tribal Relations
Specialist for our area is Alaina Capoeman-Davis, a
citizen of the Quinault Nation. 

Alaina has served two Decennial Census tours with
the Tribal Partnership Program and currently works
with Tribal Nations throughout Washington, Alaska,
Idaho, Oregon, California, Nevada, and Hawaii. 

She holds a bachelor's degree from The Evergreen
State College and an MBA in American Indian
Entrepreneurship from Gonzaga University. In
addition to her professional work, she is active in her
canoe family and is a regalia maker. 

Alaina works closely with local Census Bureau field
representatives, including Chuck Perry, who assists
with ACS outreach and in-person follow-up visits for
selected households. 

Continued on Page 7



Community Survey, Continued
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By participating in the American Community Survey
and asking questions when we have them, we can help
ensure that the story being told about our community
is accurate. We encourage community members to
connect with Census Bureau representatives Chuck
Perry and Alaina Capoeman-Davis, who are committed
to working respectfully with Tribal communities and
helping residents understand the importance of the
survey.

Together, we can ensure Port Gamble S'Klallam is
accurately represented and positioned to receive the
resources and opportunities our community deserves.

Questions about the ACS?
 Contact Roxanne Hockett
 Grants Director & Tribal Census Liaison
 Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe

Is the Survey Legitimate?
Yes. The American Community Survey is an
official U.S. Census Bureau survey. Households
are selected through a random sampling process
and may be contacted by mail, online invitation,
telephone, or an in-person Census Bureau
representative. Participation helps ensure the
information used to make funding and planning
decisions accurately reflects our community. 

Understanding Community Concerns
As Tribal Nations, we have valid reasons to be
cautious about government data collection. At the
same time, we know that decisions about funding,
housing, infrastructure, education, and
community services are often made using the data
available. 
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Around The Rez
Opportunities and announcements for the S’Klallam Community

Kloomachin Kitchen Announces Fall Hours

Beginning September 14, 2026, Kloomachin Kitchen will transition to its updated fall operating schedule.
This includes: 

Closed Mondays
Tues-Sun: 8am-1pm Breakfast / 10am-1pm Lunch / 4pm-9pm Dinner

AYCE Dungeness crab days every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month will open at 2pm

These seasonal changes are designed to align venues with fall visitation patterns while continuing to
provide a welcoming, convenient experience for guests and community. 



...to everyone celebrating in 

September 1
Ives, Dakota
McMillan, Melissa
Harvey, Raven
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September 2
Black, Leon
Veregge, Averee
Fulton, Savannah

September 3
Silva, Taylor
Laducer, Joseph
George, Madalynn
Culley, Halo

September 4
Fulton, Patience
Fecteau, N'Khelai
Phillips, Brandon

September 5
Price, Nizhoni
Ives, Marion
Stultz, Tasheena
Buchanan, Sonya
Smith, Kerrigan

September 6
Townsend Jr., John
McGinty, Raylani
Hankin, Julian
Sheehy, Bryce

September 7
Guenthner, Bradley
Jacobs, Charles
Purser, Issac
Gamble, Joseph
Decoteau, Elijah
Whisler, Ronald

September 8
Cortez, Brandi
Wright, Jennifer
Tyson, Harmony
Lawrence, Mary
Tom, Cecillia

September 9
Sparks, George
Murphy, Ronald
Meyer, Donald
Meyer, Catherine
Ives, Mose
Lund, Dawnita

September 10
Purser, Naylahni
Charles, Thomas
Fulton, Donna
Decoteau Jr., Daniel
Hockett, Evelyn
Reynolds, Chad

September 11
Decoteau, Issaquah
Purser, Irene
Sullivan, Andy
Purser, Malissa
Holtyn, Juanita
Laroche, Joseph

September 12
Wellman II, Gary
Hankin, Erica
Hanson, Jericho 
Folz-Edwards, Luke

September 13
Purser Jr., Stanton
Hall, Natalie
Ashworth, Austin
Redbird, Caroline
Crawford, Chelsey
Murphy, Jerry
Horton, Kara
Morrison, Aaron

September 14
Toney, Jacob
Coleman, Gabrielle

September 15
DeCoteau, Sasheen
Badeaux, Darcie
Halsey, Dawn
Jones III, Robert
Beals, Rachell
Ives, Jade-Cree
Sullivan III, Frank

September 16
Alarcon, Vicente
Woodruff, Hailey
Webster, Shelaina
Hommel, Stacey
Murphy Jr., Jered
Russell, Genovese

September 17
Fulton, Adriana
Miguel III, Ronald
Decoteau, Wayne
Ives, Charlene
Aikman Sr., Duane

September 18
Fulton, Drea
Charles, Carolyn
Wan, Angela
Romero, Tyler
Purser, Milliana
Huddleston, Lovera

September 19
Kittelson, Everett
Tom III, Victor
Charles, Copper
Bryant, Velena

September 20
Price-Sullivan, Kamaili
Ashworth, Donovan
Hernandez, Martha
Donaldson, Leilani
Bonds, Edwina
Jacobsen, Kasey
Christensen, Chelsea
Sullivan, Roger

September 21
Hughes, Victoria
Sullivan, Teagan
Naclerio, Noah
Tom, Christopher

September 22
Sullivan, Ryan
James, Laura
Solis, Brenda
McBride, Samantha
Trevathan, Harley
Hayes, Angel
Olson, Addison

September 23
Sullivan Jr., Nicholas

September 24
Melton, Cody
Woodruff, Brandy
Sullivan, Corey

September 25
Tom, Christian
Hardman, Sandraya
Decoteau, Scarlett
Goodall, Serenity
Robles IV, William

September 26
House, Kweyecen
Caldera, Amber
George, Rebecca
Ives, Tanya

September 27
Melton, Damon
Reynolds, Izaiah
Aikman-Carlos Jr., Joseph
Nilluka, Santana
Komok, Tate

September 28
Quintana, Samantha
Cole, Braylon
Bauer, Carman
Stark, Kenneth
Nabors, Vincent
Armantrout, Michael

September 29
Kryscio, Daniel
Murdock, Rachel
Hunkin-Tafaovale, Zharia

September 30
Zent, Teri
Ford, Austin
Contreras-Jackson, Amelia
Jones, Casey
Laducer, Cali
Wellman Jr., Rocklyn
Black, Steven
Hirschman, Kelly



CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY

COMMUNITY NEWS— We are open 10 am to 
6 pm Monday-Thursday, Fridays 10 am to 5 pm
and Saturdays 10 am to 2pm. Call 360-860-5080 to
place a hold, make a curbside appointment, or
speak to staff person. 

The library will be closed Monday,
September 7th in observance of the
Labor Day holiday. It will also be
closed Wednesday, September 23rd
for staff training. 

Upcoming Programs & Events

September 1 @ 1:00 pm – Little Boston 1st
Tuesdays Book Group
September 2 @ 10:00 am – Little Boston
1st Wednesdays Book Group
September 2, 9, 16, 30 @ 1:00 pm –
Crafternoon
September 3, 10, 17, 24 @ 10:30 am –
Family Storytime
September 3, 10, 17, 24 @ 2:00 pm –
Puzzle Club
September 9, 16 @ 3:30 pm – Read to a
Dog
September 18 @ 10:00 am – Community
Art Circle
September 21 @ 3:00 pm – Maker Monday:
Personalize It!
September 22 @ 12:00 pm – Kingston Goes
to the Movies: The Curse of Frankenstein at
the Fire House theater

September 2026 Library Recommendations

To Ride a Rising Storm: The Second Book of
Nampesiweisit by Moniquill Blackgoose (Seaconke
Wampanoag): In this bestselling fantasy novel, Anequs
and her dragon fight for the independence of their
homeland and her peoples’ right to self-govern in this epic
sequel to the multi-award-winning To Shape a Dragon’s
Breath. (Fiction • Book • 2026)

Horses: Poems by Jake Skeets (Navajo): Navajo Nation
Poet Laureate Jake Skeets's highly anticipated second
collection patiently tracks the impacts of climate change on
the land and its myriad inhabitants. (Poetry • Book • 2026)

Reader’s Digest and Reader’s Digest Large Type
are published ten times a year.
Reader's Digest is an American general-interest family
magazine.
Recent issue articles include:

Our Data, Ourselves? - wearable trackers - does it lead
to better health?
The Business of Big Vet – here's why pet checkups
have gotten more expensive.

 
Smithsonian publishes 11 times a year.
Smithsonian is a science and nature magazine, and the
official journal published by the Smithsonian Institution.
Recent articles include:

Masters of the Sky – the science of thunderstorms
The Journeys of Alan Lomax – collector of authentic
sounds of America

See you at the Library!
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